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ARRL Convention
FIRST To's:

1. Mation wide writing Contest

2. Slate wida Art Contast - QST
Front Covar

3. Billpoard advertising - 8 in all

4. Change QST's format of adver
tising for the Convention

5. Be the smallest city to host the
National Convention

6. Host International Broadoasters!

WONUREST 700
THE AMATELIN RAZI0 OPERATOAR
G MY

i A ¥ 7. Have Female Chairpersons - 4 of
Make DONATIONS at the them !l . ke
Prize and Information Booths 8. Host the National Convention in
Michigan

9. Do personal presentations at club
] meetings - ovar 56,000 mileg!!! -

Count them!!
The ONL Y OFFICIAL 10. Program printed on RECYCLED
H H 11, Te usa 800 phone numbers (1-
Natlonal ARHL Conventlon 300-|_?-u|‘)n ﬁu:r:l '::ouu-.c?w:-

PAFPER!
12. Design and construct THE

o

o

P|n (Hat f T|e TaCK) Amateur Radio Menument!
DONATI
At Booth G-1!
— . " >,
= ™
| We are committed ta pleasing peaple & HAMCON '92
I with personal service, ARRL NATIONAL
the finest the world has to affer CON VE NT'ON
TUEMIL  AMATELT RABK) AMNASS ATRS
in apparel and e
uccessories for women, men and children . . and e
lovely things for your home. A
Lher sales prafessionals awair your visit.
HAVE LUNCH DR DINNER IN OUR BEAUTIFUL RESTAURANT!
771-2300
¥
Jacobson's
\ 400 Federal 5L, - Saginaw, M| 45607 p. MATE FOUT SALINGRT THL vus maemben B

The Monument shown above, designed by the Bay Monument Company, Bay City, Michigan.
consisted of the ARRL Diamond mounted on an “M” shaped base (“M” as in Michigan). Inscribed
on it were the names of known amateur operators who died while on duty in an emergency service
operation. A formal dedication was made at 2 pm on the Saturday of the Convention. During a solemn
ceremony a list of the names to be first inscribed on the monument were read. So that a larger part
of the amateur radio community could participate, those who had nominated the inductees were
invited to say a few words about the deceased were offered on an HF net at noon as WIAW/8
Participants included: WC8Z, Nancy serving as net control. Check-ins speaking WD4D/W A41,
KBS5IBQ, W7WFO/W7BQ, WASYQI, W7FF, N7TAGG,WA4WND and KPOON. Source: Original
log of WC8Z. A standing committee of the 5 clubs exists to this day to review new nominations. The
last recorded nominations were in 2005. It may be wise to coordinate with each club and the ARRL
to verify that past practices should continue. The first operator to die is listed in the book 200 meters
and down. To the best of my knowledge his name was overlooked originally and never included.
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By Joseph M. Turmer, K8COF

A Place Signed with Honor

Motivated by a strong feeling that
Amateur Radio operators who died
while engaged in public service
deserve a lasting honor, a group
of Michigan hams created the
Monument to Fallen Hams.

his story begins at the July 1580

I ARRL Board of Directors meet-

ing in Mewinglon, Connecticut,
where the Board accepted a petition from
five radio clubs in Michigan to host the
1991 ARRL Motional Conventron. Cirate-
ful for the Board's corfidence in them and
in respanse Lo o suggestion of then ARRL
Wice DMrecior George Roce. WHEBGY,
members of the host group bepan discuss-
ing an appropriabe “thank you™ gift to the
Amatewr Bodio commueity. The group
wanted the gift to be sipnificant. soame-
thing that woald reflect an important ele-
ment of Amateur Bodio and Michigan's
Amateur Radio commumity.

An udea arcse fraom one foggy memory.
(25T had reported that an Amatear Radio
operatar had died m the southwestern US
while invohved m public service. Mo one
on the Convenbion Committee could re-
call the person’s name. Some had never
heard of bis death. H he had been forgot-
tem. who else maght have died 1o public
service and been Forgotien?

The sdea crystallized in the quesioner’s
murd: Why not elomanate those fogay memo-
nies? Why not make the “gifi” 2 permanent
remirder of heroism for all io see I fom
coald be a high qualiy memonial o thos
Amatewr Badeo operators whio bad died ser-

img their communities and coantry.

The Work Begins

Presentutions were made in July and
August 1989 to members of the five spon-
sofing organizations: Bay Area Amateur
Radic Club, Genesee County Badio Clab,
Lapeer County Amateur Radio Associa-
tion, Sxginaw Valley Amatear Radio As-
socuation and Shinwassee Amateur Radio
Associntion. The concept of “Publc Ser-

vice” as presented included both disas-
ter-relabed public service communication
and cther public service activities not nec-
essanly related to a disnsier. The criiena
for mclusion on the monument would be
death in the pedformapce of duty as 2 vol-
unteer involved i Amateor Radio com-
munication activitses. Individuals who
might have been licenszed amateurs whao
died in the course of their employment
or in the course of military duty aere to
be eacluded from thes monwment and ben-
vred in some ciher way.

The project was approved quickly. Ini-
tral solicyintions ook place m September. In
light of the wmonst evenis of 2001, i s m-
Ieresting tonode that tke very first dodlors o
honor thoee who gove their lives 1 pablic
servioe were given an September 11, 1989,
Riecords show on that date Virgmia Jatkeos,

The= brass plag

= on the monument to
fallen hams explains its purpose.

Several of the names and call signs en-
graved on the monument, which stands
on the grounds of ARAL Headguart=rs in
MNewington, Connectiout.
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KARCPS; Horlan Bero, NEGNH, and George
Cassidy, NEETD, each contributed to the Ma-
ticnal Manument Fund.

Estimates for the cost of the momument
were obiained from the Forest Lawn Gran-
ite and Brooze Works of Bay County. Michi-
gun. Dave Erway of Forest Lown suggested
that four elemenis comprise the monument.
Iis upper portion would be ot from Black
Mlist Ciramite in the shape of the ARRL dia-
mond. The dinmond measured 4 feet 6
inches tall and 2 feet 3 inches norss. The
batiom partion woeald be cut from Barme
COronite and measoned & feet wide and 2 feet
8 inches tall. Mownted on it would be o 13-
inch sguare brass dedication plague. A
poured concrete base would be msialled at

Mewington ot a cost of opproximotely

ost December 2002 1



ST000. The Commatsee’s final cost of the
frnished mocument was § 10, 121.00. In ad-
ditean, the ARRL paid the cost of install-
ing the cancrete hose at Mewington.

A vanety of anncuncements and pro-
mations were ored to adenitify potential
bicmarees for the menoment ond 1o salicn
funds. There wen artscles in 5T and
ather magazines. Packed radio wos used
to diszeminate information ahout the
mamument natsonwide. Regional and state-
wide discussions wene hosied on miscel-
lanecus phone nets and informational
messages passed on the QN CW neb
Hominations Arrive

The first written commanicstion
regarding nominations wos received
Oictober 20, 19940 It wos not really o nomi-
matioa, but o remunder from Joe Maollen,
WILASL, that two hams had died while par-
ticipating in public service duning the
eruption of Yount St Helens in Moy 1980
A few weeks later, in Wovemnber and then
in December, the first fonnal nomimations
were received for the two hams who'd
perished ot Moont St Helens: Reid
Blackbum, KATAME, and Gerald O Mar-
un, WHTQE. The men were jointly nomi-
nated by Buozzr Malbica, WHTM.
Mananna, WIWFD, and Ty Keamey,
WTWIPE, nomnabed WETOF.

Fehruary 1991 brought o nominabon
from the Brnarpzich Amateur Radio Club
of Cialax, Virginin. Club members nomi-
mated Charles G, Lz, WIMDEFE, who was
electrocuied in 1979 while working with
the Boy Scouts of America dunng the an-
ol Jamboree-on-the-Air.

The following month, Anzona Section
Manager James E. Swafford, WTFF, nami-
moted Kenneth A, Redrngues, WTKCOM.
Mr Rodngoes was engaged inoan Ameni-
can Maotional Red Cross dnll at o Phoenix.
Arzona airport when he died of o heant
aitack mn February 1985,

In March 1991, Bonnie Girard,
NEY XD, nonunated ber cossin, Arthur
“Peie” Vela, KSYLU, whao had been killed
in May 1983 by a buslding that collapsed
after being buffeted by an unexpected
storm containing winds estimated in ex-
cess of 100 mi/h. He had died ot the
Iefferson County (Texas) airport while
engaged i o public service activity for
Hughen School. i mrned oat that KSYLU
was the ham from the soothwest whose
Q5T abitaary had prowided the onginal
impetus for the monoment.

The Commmatiee recerved ais final pomi-
mee prior o the Convention dedication cer-
emony in a letier from J. P “Bill” Sandefer.
NDSC, who nominated Dan Richard
Mofets, NSMOR. Dan had dsed of o hean
atiack while m the muddle of passing a mes-
sage @3 part of o Military Amatear Radio
System (MARS ) communication network.
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Postscript

Following the dedication of the
oniginal monumand, the five clubs and
the ARAL agread that & standing
commities would continue fo review
applicatiors for new nominses. The
commities members ware: Harold
‘Smokey” Chambers, KABONX (naw
& &llent key; Chariotte A CAConnar,
WOSRIM; Eal V. Ramey, WESZ1l,
end Joe Turmar, KBCGQF.

Sinca tha orginal dedication the
comimities has recaived thieg nom-
nations, two of which wesa epproved.
Two Bdoiticnal nemsas are now In-
ecribad on tha monuman. Robeart V.
Aarg, KATSJE, who was participat-
Ing I the ARoaa island Lurg Assocla-
[on Ocean Siehe Bk Trek, died af
candlec armast i Aungust 1991, Frank
Aimelda M, WH1R, submited his
romination. Shirley A. Emmerich,
MEUKE, Wes participating In 8n ARES
emercies near Tomahawk, Wisconsin,
&t e fme of her deaih. She diad In
February 1892 0f cardlac amast. Her
nomination waes submitted by Weler
T. Diatar, NSCLE,

Wig BSK 107 your help in identeying
othar Amataur Hadlo aparaiors who
dizd In an Amabswr Radio related
pubilc senvice achviy. Nominators
misst pravide ihe foflowing Infoma-
thon: & copy of the desth centficate of
the nominee; medla clippings docu-
menting the deam of the nomines; 8
Elgned writien EEer or other docu-
ment raguesting that the nomines's
name bt Incieded on the monument
with Information regarding clrcam-
gtances sumounding the death, the
nomines’s cef sign end other detais
of Emparianca o Ihe nominator. In-
clude contact Information so commi-
tae membars may follow up with
rominatars.

Tooay, &5 It waz I this quote rom
& 1960 packel message, "o be quall-
fiad for inciusion on ihe monument,
me decaasad must have dad whils
performing &5 part of an Amateur
Radlo communication nedwork that
was not part of & milltary acion”™ That
Ig, trig eward 1s ior amateurs wha
died &= civillans.

MNominations should ba malied to
ARAL Chial Executive Officer David
Sumnar, K122, 226 Main 3,
Mewingion, CT 06111,

You bekong 10 20 EXempiany avo-
cafion recognized Irtemnationaiy for
Ita contribuons o humanidnd. Tell
[ese stones io ofers. Discaover what
yoe can of our haritege. Aeflect on
Zapdember 11, 2001 and prepere

#o respond to future commu-
rilcatian nasds by Decoming ackvea in
programes such 82 ARES, AACES and
e National Trafic System. Should
you hawe Somas you'd Bea o share
regarding the hisfory of Amatatr
Radio and pubic serdcs, the author
would b defighted to hear them.
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Swrprisingly, there were mo nomina-
tsons from the carly and middle decodes
of the 20th century. As the Convention
spproached, the Monument Committee
reviewed nominations amd documentstaon.
Mominaticns were cut off on July 31
preparaticn for the official dedicaton cer-
emony, which was scheduled for the Sat-
urday of the Comventron. Angast 24.

Before the dedication, the lost few de-
tarls of monument constraction wers com-
pleaed. A script for the brooee plate located
at the bose was ngreed upon. Insiead of fo-
cusing on the five groups that hod fostered
ihe idez of the monument. the scripl says:
This menument war corceived by Amatewr
Rodio operators from the mimte of Michigan
in erder o perpetaclly henor those “hamr™
who died in service fo the public.

The Monuwment Commatice discussed st
some length an appropriate verse 1o be
placed directly sbove the names of the
deceased. The decesion was made to wse o
ltne from o poem by Stephen Spender. “1
Think Contieually of Those who were
Truly Great™ The poem ends:

EBorn of the sun they traveled
@ short while towards the sun,
And left the vivid air signed
with their honor.

The advocate for Spender’s verse was
Dave MNorris, NEHEKV. The Commuttee
chose to have the wxt Those recogrized
hene [ofi the “air” signed with their konor
imscribed in the Monument shove infor-
mabion about the deceased.

The Caremony

The formal dedication ceremony at
which the ARRL sccepted the monument
and the names of those who wiould be the
imtial honorees took place ot 3 PM. The
program coocluded with 2 scmber read-
ing of the names af cach of the nomineos
and brief descriptions of the circumstances
surrounding their deaths. David Sumoer,
KI1Z¥, accepted the moaoment and of-
fered remarks oo behalf of the ARRL.

There is a special place stuated 1 a
grassy arca in between the two main struc-
tures cocupying the AREL HO grounds.
Saofi Mow England brecres gontly caness tufis
of grass there. The tufis of grass be adjp-
cent tocononeie. The comcnete forms the base
of a graniie monument. Mot oaly ws the gran-
it ctched with names of Amatear Radio op-
emators who have grven the ulomaie sacnfice,
ot 5 as permeated svith the oura, the essence,
the mizlligence and the wall of all those whi
preceded them. Dirop by AREL Headquar-
ters at 225 Mam 5t Newington, Connecti-
cut, ond seak f .

Joe Turmer, KECQE way Co-Chafrmar of the
199 f ARRL Natioas! Comeation. You can
reach fim o 520 Jomeron S, Sopimaw, MT
43607, KECDF@arrlned B51-]



EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND ACTIVATION

Members of SVARA have excelled in providing emergency communications.
They’ve been principle authors of the amateur radio (RACES/ARES) portion of the
State of Michigan’s modern Emergency Response Plans. Their expertise and reliable
communication performance have resulted in a long list of accomplishments

MAJOR EMERGENCY RESPONSES BY SVARA

* The 1953 Flint—Beecher tornado was an F5 tornado that struck Flint and the
Beecher district on June 8, 1953, killing 116 people and injuring 844, making
it the deadliest tornado in Michigan history.

* Capital Airlines Flight 67 crashed near Tri-City
Airport (now MBS International Airport) in
Freeland, Michigan, on April 6, 1958, killing
all 47 people on board during a severe
snowstorm. The probable cause was undetected
ice on the horizontal stabilizer leading to loss
of pitch control.

* The floods of 1986 in mid-Michigan damaged approximately 10,000 residential
structures within the city of Saginaw, Michigan alone. There was widespread
flooding throughout the entire mid-Michigan area

%  Hurricane Gilbert was a large and extremely powerful tropical cyclone that
formed during the 1988 Atlantic hurricane season, which peaked as a Category
5 hurricane. The storm brought widespread destruction to the Caribbean and the
Gulf of Mexico, and is tied with 1969's Hurricane Camille as the third-most
intense tropical cyclone at landfall in the Atlantic Ocean. SVARA’s members
monitored communications and passed traffic when appropriate.
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Per United Press International: About 12.20 pm July 22, 1989 “a CSX freight
train carrying chemicals derailed and caught fire Saturday in rural Saginaw
County, spewing a cloud of toxic fumes that sent 17 people to hospitals and
forced evacuations, authorities said. 'It's a very hot fire,' said Gary Black, a
spokesman for Dow Chemical Co. in Midland, where the 32-car train was en
route from Port Huron. 'The Dow emergency response team has advised them
to just pull back and let it burn.'

1989-1990+/- George Race, WB8BGY and ARRL Section leadership
successfully combine the Michigan’s ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency Service
(ARES) membership and the Federal RACES program’s membership into one
coordinated emergency response team placing SVARA members in leadership
positions. By combining the two groups competition between members of the
two was eliminated and state and local emergency management officials were
no longer confused about which ham radio group should be activated.

SVARA member N8JAT, George Schemm, spent months preparing a data base
of standard placards placed on railroad, truck and other transportation and
storage locations of dangerous materials for distribution. The critical warnings,
and response information each placard provided could be accessed in real time
via packet radio net works across America.

The 1986 Mexico City earthquake occurred on
September 19, 1985, with a magnitude of 8.1,
causing significant destruction and resulting in
5,000 to 45,000 deaths and around 30,000
injuries. It was one of the most devastating
earthquakes in the city's history, leading to
extensive damage to buildings and
infrastructure.

Following up on the recommendations found in the ARRL’s ANERCOM
Report by Mr Jimmy Walker, WD4HZL in a 1989 critique of Hurricane Hugo
relief operations, in 1990 Michigan’s ARES/RACES leadership Selected the
Saginaw Valley Amateur Radio Association and its club station to become the
first “Gateway” station in the nation.
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CiTY OF SAGINAW
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

yo_ Wally Rogalski y From___Joe Turner
supJecT_Jamaican Ham Radio Messages paTE_ September 21, 1988

On Wednesday evening September 14, 1988 Michigan ARRL officials
requested that the Saginaw Valley Amateur Radio Association ac-
cept an appointment as the state's deslignated radio message out-
let for ingiries about the health and welfare of Jamaica's res-
idents and U.S. citizens on the island devastated by hurricane
Gilbert. SVARA Vice President Ron Huber and President Don LaBrenz
gave the go ahead and Mr. John Bumstead, Saginaw County Red Cross
Director agreed to provide a telephcne line for calls from the
public.

Calls began arriving Thuraday morning at the Red Cross's of‘iCE"
from throughout the state and as far away as Chicago. A meet)ng
was held among the amateur radio operators at noon Thursday
where it was determined that due to equipment malfunction at the
Red Cross amateur radio station, and because of the superior:
antenna installation at the City's Waten Treatment Plnnt.\radia
_operations would be moved there. Several tries to make contact
‘from the Red Cross building with Jamaican*relieffstatiuns“wersé
;""’te'mpted = Puth each, Failed il 154 ni v i s e

on Friday evening the first suces sful transfer of nessagea from_
Saginaw's station occurred from the Water Treatment Plant radio '
facility. That station once again proved the value of its super-
ior antennas when it was the first station to be recognized among
a large number of stations from the Michigan, Ohio, and West
Virginia call area who were all calling simultaneously. A signif-
icant fact concurrent with the strength of its signal, was that

ST OF SRS, RAICTH IC5 2 A
T =l o — AT Bl = Samf RO TO R A SRS — 580 foaa pee i & 0 darsi

Cotober L3, L1336

Pleaar R.oA.1IL5. Yo nnteers

i Damtalr of byer wrivismens «f Eagonaw, I would Liks
Lo Linankd #ou and Che iseoy irdiw cuale whoe hewe woprked
Laire lesag Ly Znar The -lr\'_'ﬁtc"cl'.icl and wallfarea 57 oLy Sdmimuan
Tiar Auvvdwny @ besa pmarcsap = =:_.-_-.-_-.-_1_na:| o

Breompuse of wouir sclfloesas Sffardas, a Bal e tusmt i was
aaws wml lovwsd +sey Bsocomes ooree,

Your cxcaplicinal awmrvice haes sarooed poo the crakbabacde
St St aSdemmeared Ly

HE RN T

--_.,%-fggrum sz:;:;{?ﬁ,m’/

o
. Lawranse O, Urawiord. Mavor
amd Hemlera ol Ckhes Didews Deawnezi |
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K8DAC America’s first GATEWAY STATION

Following up on the recommendations found in the ARRL’s For s Fam
ANERCOM Report by Mr Jimmy Walker, WD4HZL in a 1989 AW ater Plank
critique of Hurricane Hugo relief operations, in 1990 Michigan’s Ot 4, 1986
ARES/RACES leadership Selected the Saginaw Valley Amateur
Radio Association and its club station to become the first “Gateway”
station in the nation.

E%é KAGFWL %r;
T s o

A Gateway station is the single point of contact within a state
used when a major disaster happens. It provides telephone access, a
single call sign for other operators to seek out, specific clear frequency assignments for operations
within the state, and frequencies and time for national and international stations to have reliable
access, it provides transmission paths for nets, packet operators and others. Importantly, it provides
coordination and efficiency through the utilization of a single point of contact for leadership and
source information for government and official respondent agencies.

A Gateway station is the single point of contact within a state when a major disaster
happens. It provides a single call sign for other operators to seek out, it provides frequency
assignments for operations within the state, it provides nets, packet operators and others with a trusted
source. Importantly, it provides a single point of telephone contact for government agencies and
others.

: In a another first, George Schemm,

F!T’f‘IEL'FE.T\" -'DIF’:— F|I1TEHNF|E. <DIR> F‘I':Eé - <DIR? ﬁ"l:j ) <[|1F.'_> . .
PEaniie  hor heerienewe s mmcs e s o0 g2 N8JAT spent months creating a bulletin
GUIDE <DIRS  GUIDES 144K HAM-SATS SDIRS  ROIHAT 10k

1975 MIST03 <BIe MOvERREG IR T «i= board for users of packet radio across the
feress ik peossans e cewern aie s aie U.S. The board provided ham radio
IPHII"]I*": <D1FR> TRISO <DIR* WOFLD.EET BETOZ Wy <DIR> . ..
D4 KRZAAT. DOC operators with access to critical emergency
TO USE '”;!EJ tP:NF'T flLE”EI'TEF‘ G4CF». THE EES |.|]I.L.Hf‘l!r_4r| '-'lI-fIII-IIL " !-1LE. HAME
e e response data for each of the standard

OF ENTER RLL OF PRET OF THE CHEM
FILE ZEAFCHING FOR A MATCH TO THE 3 P ARG ENTERED. fALL

FECORDE WILL BE PRINTED. THE FILE IS LALID OUT IN THE FOLLOWING MANHE
CHEMzWED IPEeCHEMICHL NAMELSRECTAL EVACUATION DR OTHER IHITRUCTIONT

TEM WILL RERD THE

warning placards placed on transport
vehicles such as trains and truck. The info
could be quickly accessed and shared with

AR emergency management personnel. Dennis
Klipa, NSERF a PhD chemist provided such

e T T information to firefighters over the SVARA
IF NECESSARY, CALL CMENTREC AT 1-800-824-5300 £OR SSSI7 | ' fire after listening to chemical firefighting

1IDEx: INFOD FOR MORE DIRECTIONS ON CONTATTIMG CHEMT®

VE BEEN ENTERED FgM THE DEPRE- - & activities in Flint, Michigan.
- =RGENCY RESPOMSE GUIDEEDOK-. EVF™™ - = MADE TO E-
ACTLUEATES FUT THIS INFORMATION 1§ PRES oF
FITHESS DF COFRECTHEIS FOR ANY FURSDZE

HEUT ANY WARRFANT
55 5 o . o . .
) LET“% HOPE WE NEVER HAVE TO USE THT= [N%&FGE NEJAT . . The PaCket Radlo bulletln to the
right is an example of one message sent

nationwide to instruct amateur radio operators on how to access the information.

OBETRIN THE GUIDE HUMBER THEN EMD
SVETEM RIKS FOP ANOTHEP SERFCH A

SOMMRND BY TYPING €CR> WHEN THE

THEN AT THE > PROMPT ENTER I
WITH THE GUIDE HUMEBER YOU OETAIMED AE
CAPTURE FUFFER RS THIT 1T THE FILE TH

PLERSZE REMEMEER THAT UMLEEE YDU AFE TRAINE
¥OU SHOULD KEEF AUAY FROM THEW. DD MOT TO

IN HRNELING HAZ
THE MARTERIAL: L
0w RRERS. LET TH
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