
The Monument shown above,  designed by the Bay Monument Company, Bay City, Michigan.

consisted of the ARRL Diamond mounted on an “M” shaped base (“M” as in Michigan). Inscribed

on it were the names of known amateur operators who died while on duty in an emergency service

operation. A formal dedication was made at 2 pm on the Saturday of the Convention. During a solemn

ceremony a list of the names to be first inscribed on the monument were read. So that a larger part

of the amateur radio community could participate, those who had nominated the inductees were

invited to say a few words about the deceased were offered on an HF net at noon as W1AW/8

Participants included: WC8Z, Nancy serving as net control. Check-ins speaking WD4D/WA4I,

KB5IBQ, W7WFO/W7BQ, WA5YQI, W7FF, N7AGG,WA4WND and KP0ON. Source: Original

log of WC8Z. A standing committee of the 5 clubs exists to this day to review new nominations. The

last recorded nominations were in 2005. It may be wise to coordinate with each club and the ARRL

to verify that past practices should continue. The first operator to die is listed in the book 200 meters

and down. To the best of my knowledge his name was overlooked originally and never included.  
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND ACTIVATION

Members of SVARA have excelled in providing emergency communications.

They’ve been principle authors of the amateur radio (RACES/ARES) portion of the

State of Michigan’s modern Emergency Response Plans. Their expertise and reliable

communication performance have resulted in a long list of accomplishments

MAJOR EMERGENCY RESPONSES BY SVARA

� The 1953 Flint–Beecher tornado was an F5 tornado that struck Flint and the

Beecher district on June 8, 1953, killing 116 people and injuring 844, making

it the deadliest tornado in Michigan history.

� Capital Airlines Flight 67 crashed near Tri-City

Airport (now MBS International Airport) in

Freeland, Michigan, on April 6, 1958, killing

all 47 people on board during a severe

snowstorm. The probable cause was undetected

ice on the horizontal stabilizer leading to loss

of pitch control.

� The floods of 1986 in mid-Michigan damaged approximately 10,000 residential

structures within the city of Saginaw, Michigan alone. There was widespread

flooding throughout the entire mid-Michigan area

� Hurricane Gilbert was a large and extremely powerful tropical cyclone that

formed during the 1988 Atlantic hurricane season, which peaked as a Category

5 hurricane. The storm brought widespread destruction to the Caribbean and the

Gulf of Mexico, and is tied with 1969's Hurricane Camille as the third-most

intense tropical cyclone at landfall in the Atlantic Ocean. SVARA’s members

monitored communications and passed traffic when appropriate.
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� Per United Press International: About 12.20 pm July 22, 1989 “a CSX freight

train carrying chemicals derailed and caught fire Saturday in rural Saginaw

County, spewing a cloud of toxic fumes that sent 17 people to hospitals and

forced evacuations, authorities said. 'It's a very hot fire,' said Gary Black, a

spokesman for Dow Chemical Co. in Midland, where the 32-car train was en

route from Port Huron. 'The Dow emergency response team has advised them

to just pull back and let it burn.'

� 1989-1990+/- George Race, WB8BGY and ARRL Section leadership

successfully combine the Michigan’s ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency Service

(ARES) membership and the Federal RACES program’s membership into one

coordinated emergency response team placing SVARA members in leadership

positions.  By combining the two groups competition between members of the

two was eliminated and state and local emergency management officials were

no longer confused about which ham radio group should be activated. 

� SVARA member N8JAT, George Schemm, spent months preparing a data base

of standard placards placed on railroad, truck and other transportation and

storage locations of dangerous materials for distribution.  The critical warnings, 

and response information each placard provided could be accessed in real time

via packet radio net works across America.

� The 1986 Mexico City earthquake occurred on

September 19, 1985, with a magnitude of 8.1,

causing significant destruction and resulting in

5,000 to 45,000 deaths and around 30,000

injuries. It was one of the most devastating

earthquakes in the city's history, leading to

extensive damage to buildings and

infrastructure.

� Following up on the recommendations found in the ARRL’s ANERCOM

Report by Mr Jimmy Walker, WD4HZL in a 1989 critique of Hurricane Hugo

relief operations, in 1990 Michigan’s ARES/RACES leadership Selected the

Saginaw Valley Amateur Radio Association and its club station to become the

first “Gateway” station in the nation. 
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K8DAC America’s first GATEWAY STATION

Following up on the recommendations found in the ARRL’s

ANERCOM Report by Mr Jimmy Walker, WD4HZL in a 1989

critique of Hurricane Hugo relief operations, in 1990 Michigan’s

ARES/RACES leadership Selected the Saginaw Valley Amateur

Radio Association and its club station to become the first “Gateway”

station in the nation.

A Gateway station is the single point of contact within a state

used when a major disaster happens. It provides telephone access,  a

single call sign for other operators to seek out, specific clear  frequency assignments for operations

within the state, and frequencies and time for national and international stations to have reliable

access, it provides transmission paths for nets, packet operators and others. Importantly, it provides

coordination and efficiency through the utilization of  a single point of  contact for leadership and

source information for government and official respondent agencies.

    A Gateway station is the single point of contact within a state when a major disaster

happens. It provides a single call sign for other operators to seek out, it provides frequency

assignments for operations within the state, it provides nets, packet operators and others with a trusted

source. Importantly, it provides a single point of telephone contact for government agencies and

others.

In a another first, George Schemm,

N8JAT spent months creating a bulletin

board for users of packet radio across the

U.S.  The board provided ham radio

operators with access to critical emergency

response data for each of the standard

warning placards placed on transport

vehicles such as trains and truck. The info

could be quickly accessed and shared with

emergency management personnel.  Dennis

Klipa, N8ERF a PhD chemist provided such

information to firefighters over the SVARA

fire after listening to chemical firefighting

activities in Flint, Michigan.

The Packet Radio bulletin to the

right is an example of one message sent

nationwide to instruct amateur radio operators on how to access the information.
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