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Club Beginnings
BACKGROUND DATA

Saginaw Valley Amateur Radio Association 
A  NONPROFIT CORPORATION DEDICATED T0 THE Advancement T0 THE ELECTRONIC SCIENCES

P. O. BOX 1783 • SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 48605-1783

In 1865 James Clerk Maxwell predicted the existence

of invisible waves of energy using a formula based upon

years of prior research and experimentation by others. The  

invisible waves were proven to exist during the late 1880s

into the mid-1890s by Alekandr Popov, in Russia, Oliver

Lodge in Great Britain and Heinrich Hertz in Germany. First,

only as a spark. Then as an agent making iron filings cohere. Finally, as sound. 

Guglielmo Marconi led the making a practical communication device from their

work. With the introduction of “valves” or “tubes”Spark gap radio transformed into

an RF carrier frequency with information imposed on it. Following tons of

experimentation by the curious  around the world, a plethora of individuals learned

how to transmit “radio waves.” Ocean vessels began using this new fangled “radio.”

Lives were saved following ship sinkings. By 1906 countries gathered from around

the world to coordinate the use of radio. It was used in expeditions to the world’s

poles and other remote parts of the world. In World War I demand for radio

demonstrated the usefulness of having an existing pool of skilled communicators.

Consequently, a federal law was passed to assure “ham radio” was preserved.  

The U.S. Communication's Act of 1934 exists to

provide: a pool of skilled personnel in times of crisis; to

encourage the development of  technology; and to

encourage the unique ability of ham radio to foster

international goodwill.The Saginaw Valley had its share

of experimenters and leaders. Among them was Ed

Trombley, a remarkable man. Born at the same time

radio was born, he lived until there were cell phones and

people had walked on the moon. I hope you enjoy this

history of the adventures and achievements of SVARA

using Ed’s stories. and those of many other old timers. After all, you are SVARA

today, and these tales are legitimately your legacy. 
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Recollections of 8CAM and others
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Rcollections continued . . . 
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Recollections continued . . .
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Meeting Locations and

From a Club to

Becoming a Not For Profit Organization

KNOWN MEETING LOCATIONS:   

Moving on from a few people meeting at private homes, the club began

gathering at a residential Structure located on S. Jefferson Ave. used by the Red Cross

. It was believed to be SVARA’s first meeting location.  It was followed by the City

of Saginaw fresh water Treatment Plant, the American Red Cross offices at 3535

State Street, the American Red Cross Offices on Michigan Ave., Covenant Hospital’s

Auditorium and now Harry Brown Airport
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