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Club Beginnings

BACKGROUND DATA
Saginaw Valley Amateur Radio Association

A NONPROFIT CORPORATION DEDICATED TO THE Advancement TO THE ELECTRONIC SCIENCES

P. 0. BOX 1783 « SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 48605-1783

In 1865 James Clerk Maxwell predicted the existence
of invisible waves of energy using a formula based upon
years of prior research and experimentation by others. The
invisible waves were proven to exist during the late 1880s
into the mid-1890s by Alekandr Popov, in Russia, Oliver
Lodge in Great Britain and Heinrich Hertz in Germany. First,
only as a spark. Then as an agent making iron filings cohere. Finally, as sound.
Guglielmo Marconi led the making a practical communication device from their
work. With the introduction of “valves” or “tubes”Spark gap radio transformed into
an RF carrier frequency with information imposed on it. Following tons of
experimentation by the curious around the world, a plethora of individuals learned
how to transmit “radio waves.” Ocean vessels began using this new fangled “radio.”
Lives were saved following ship sinkings. By 1906 countries gathered from around
the world to coordinate the use of radio. It was used in expeditions to the world’s
poles and other remote parts of the world. In World War I demand for radio
demonstrated the usefulness of having an existing pool of skilled communicators.
Consequently, a federal law was passed to assure “ham radio” was preserved.

The U.S. Communication's Act of 1934 exists to
provide: a pool of skilled personnel in times of crisis; to
encourage the development of technology; and to
encourage the unique ability of ham radio to foster
international goodwill.The Saginaw Valley had its share
of experimenters and leaders. Among them was Ed
Trombley, a remarkable man. Born at the same time
radio was born, he lived until there were cell phones and
people had walked on the moon. I hope you enjoy this
history of the adventures and achievements of SVARA
using Ed’s stories. and those of many other old timers. After all, you are SVARA
today, and these tales are legitimately your legacy.




Recollections of 8CAM and others

HAM RADIO IN THE SAGINAW VALLEY

According to Mr. Ed Trombley {(8CAM), Mr. Hank Bronson (WBESA), and other
local radio pioneers, amateur radio operators began having group meetings
in Saginaw during the 1920°s. They first met in each other’s homes and
and only gathered together once in a while.

The 1920s were a very exciting time for all interested in the development
of radio. WWJ in Detroit and KDKA in Pittsburg became the nation’s first
commercial radio stations. The old fashioned "spark" telegraph transmis-—
zions used by Heinrich Hertz to discover radio and by Bugliamo Marconi to
span the Atlantic ocean, were being replaced by continuous wave or "cw"
signals using Morze’s telegraph code. The term "radio" had just been in-
augerated to replace “"wireless" as prefered nomenclature and radio had
proven its practical value in several dramatic ways.

Following the sinking of the Titanic and the Republic in 1912, radio
equipment became mandated on all oceangoing passenger ships of U.S. reg-
istry. In 1913, a number of severe storms swept the midwest and on one
weekend alone, at least 13 ships and 244 sailors were lost in a storm on
the great lakes. Damage was sxtensive, much of the midwest was isolated
and it was at this time that students at the University of Michigan and
Ohio State formed the first known amateur radio emergency communication
relief network.

Radio had developed ;ust in time to become an essential tool in man’s
struggle to survive. Between 1923 and 1936 more than 100 expeditions eux-
plored the deadliest and harshest places in the world. Byrd, MacMillon,
and others used amateur radioc extensively and according to author Clinton
B. DeSoto, "many millions of words have been transmitted by amateurs on
behalf of exploration parties. Floods, tornadoes, earthguakes — disasters
of all varieties provide a large part of the amateur message total in the
form of emergency traffic - Tragedy...drama...human interest incidents of
all kinds, provocative of both laughter and tears, have been logged in
these hard working amateur radio stations."

This was the background against which Saginaw amateurs worked. While pion-—
eers such as Ed Trombley individually experimented with radio, airplanes

and other curiousities which struck their fancy, Mr. Clarence E.

Pardridge focused public attention on local radio activities in 1921. Here
is how Saginaw News columnist Jack Tucker descibed it. "In MNovember 1921-—-
Pardidge performed quite a stunt when he transmitted music from his downtown
Saginaw location to the Canoe Club, located at what is now the intersection
of Fordney and Ezra Rust Drive, for a fraternity dance. Fardridge broad-
cast music from a cranked-up phonograph to a receiving set at the Canoe
Club, where an amplifier made it loud enough for dancing."




Rcollections continued . . .

It was a time of excitment in the amateur radio community, and in 1932

local hams organized a radio club. Initially, members came from throughout
the Saginaw Valley including Ray, Genesee, Gratiot, and Saginaw counties and
certain portions of Michigan®s Thumb. In 19546 The Saginaw Valley Amateur
Radio Association was incorporated under the laws of the State of Michigan
as a non-profit corporation devoted to the advancement of the electrical
science.

Also amateur radio as we know it today, was created by the federal govern-—
ments "Communications Act of 1934". The reason that an amateur radio ser-—
vice exists under this law is to provide: a pool of skilled personnel for
times of crises; to encouwrage the development of new technology; and to
foster the unigque ability of ham radio operators to create international
goodwill through their frequent contacts with residents of other countries.

In order to meet its own goals and the mandates of congress SVARA members
contribute to the community in many ways.

They provide communication networks for agencies such as the American Red
Cross, the City of Saginaw, Saginaw County, the old Saginaw Hospital Emer-
gency Radio Service, the annual WSAM Raft Race, and activities such as
this one today.

They’ve contributed to our community’s economy and its social opportun—
ities by sponsoring events such as: a two month antique radio exhibit

at the Saginaw County Historical Museum, an electronic hobby exposition,

a number of state amateur radio conventions, co-sponsoring an annualevent
known as the Five County Swap-n—5hop, and donating books to local libraries.

At the request of local officials, a SVARA member serves on the Board of
Directors of the Saginaw County Chapter of the American FRed Cross and its
disaster committee.

SVARA members participate in the Michigan State Folice administered RACES
program and the American Radio Relay League®s ARES program, and the milit-
ary’s MARS system, and the ham radio National Traffic System.

SVARA has purchased and distributed books and other reference materials
for several of the local school systems.

Among the forms of recognition SVARA and its individual members have receiv-
ed are the: Herb 5. Brier (W?AD) award presented in 1982 to Mr. G. Ed

King {(K80T), the Michigan amateuwr radio operator of the year award (Cosmo

6. Caulkin’s Award) to Mr. Ed Trombley (WSBCAM), and the prestigeous Hiram

F. Maxim national award in 1985 to Mr. Mark Schreiner (NKBE) for overall
leadership, community service and contributions to the amateur radioc service
by a person 21 or younger. Also, KBOCF has been selected as operator of the
of the year by the Michigan Amateur Communication System (MACS Net) and sev—
eral club members have been included in the volume "Outstanding Young Men of
America.



Recollections continued . . .

City of Saginaw officials have been so impressed with the emergency and re-—
lief communication networks of local hame, that the officials have given
SVARA members a former laboratory room to set up a station in. It has been
stocked with more than #5,000 worth of equipment donated by various bus-—
iness and community groups. The facility was occupied by SVARA in October
of 1986 and is open to their members 24 hours per day 3465 days per years.
It is provided with back-up generators and contains complete hf and vh¥f
systems.

In 1985 SVARA members were honored by the local chapter of the Mexican
Pionegers Association for their relief efforts during the September 1985
Mexico City earthguake. In 19Bé&, they were summoned to the State Capitol
for a gubnatorial commendation concerning their earthgquake communication
network too.

SVARA participates annually in the Friendship Games competition between
the cities of Saginaw Michigan and Sault Ste. Marie Ontarioc. Its efforts
within that activity have been the subject of several magazine and news-—
paper articles and their leadership was invited to participate in an
Canadian-U.8. symposium which described for civic leaders from the two
countries, various elements of sister city competitions.

In adddition to the press coverage of the Friendship Games communication
networks, SVARA members have the subject or contributed in some way to
media coverage by ABC News, OST Magazine, The Canadian Amateur, and World
Radio Magazine.

Major disastor relief efforts which SVARA members have participated in in-
clude the 1953 and 1934 Flint Michigan tornadoes, the Easter 1958 airplane
crash as Freeland’s Tri-City Airport, the 1985 Mexico City earthguake, the
1986 mid-Michigan floods, and the 1988 Hurricane Gilbert effort (during
which, for the first time a single station - the Saginaw station K8DAC -
was selected to handle all amateur radio relief messages for the entire
state).

(written by: Joseph M. Turner, KBCOF
423 N. Granger St.
Saginaw, Mi. 484602
June 1989



Meeting Locations and
From a Club to

Becoming a Not For Profit Organization

KNOWN MEETING LOCATIONS:

Moving on from a few people meeting at private homes, the club began
gathering at a residential Structure located on S. Jefferson Ave. used by the Red Cross
. It was believed to be SVARA’s first meeting location. It was followed by the City
of Saginaw fresh water Treatment Plant, the American Red Cross offices at 3535
State Street, the American Red Cross Offices on Michigan Ave., Covenant Hospital’s
Auditorium and now Harry Brown Airport
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