














@ PROMOTION AND RECRUITMENT

Mapping the Road to
Recruitment

Devere "Dee" Logan, WIHEO

pen. It takes initiative by hams. That’s you, me, and every
licensee who enjoys this great hobby’s fun and public
service benefits. It’s certainly a case of “the more the merrier!”

Recruiting should be an ongoing effort; especially by radio
clubs concerned with building membership to insure their
future. But recruiting more hams is equally important to each
of us. We know how important it is to have a healthy, growing
radio service. Without growth, our frequencies could be at risk,
perhaps snapped up by others who would love to have them for
their own purposes.

While we’re not crying wolf, we do see signs that more needs
to be done. You may have noted the no-growth status of some
radio clubs. Their club members are growing older, less active,
and not so involved, while their club is slowly turning into a
coffee-and-doughnuts social club. Unless they add activities to
attract new members or recruit new hams, their future prospects
are bleak.

In contrast, we probably know a number of active radio clubs
that present a more positive prospect for the future. Their clubs

Expanding the amateur radio population doesn’t just hap-

have a variety of activities, interesting programs, licensing
classes, public service participation, repeaters, nets, newslet-
ters, publicity and more. They’re “radio active.”

Jump-starting Recruitment

Dictionaries supply several definitions for recruit. The one
appropriate in our case is: “to furnish or replenish with a fresh
supply; to renew or restore health and strength.” Certainly
sounds like exactly what we need.

There’s no magic tonic that will make this easy. Yet, recruit-
ing can be as simple as individual radio amateurs talking to
friends about our hobby, or as organized as a club-wide cam-
paign conducted by a team of members.

Most of us can recall being introduced to ham radio by a friend
orrelative. These “Elmers” continue to be one of the most effec-
tive ways to attract and assist potential licensees. There’s noth-
ing like the personal, human touch, and it’s still one of the basic
magic bullets of recruiting.

The recruiting process consists of several interconnected
steps. We identified them when the Ham Radio Promotion

Field Day offers an ideal way to promote amateur radio to the public, using banners such as this one.
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Project was formed (www.neoham.org).
Itall starts with raising awareness of what
ham radio is. Publicity and promotion can
do this. We as individuals certainly have
explained to others what amateur radio is
and what it isn’t.

Once people are familiar with ham
radio, we can next seek out those who
appear interested, and consider them
prospects for licensing. At that point, we
can qualify them as serious candidates,
and perhaps steer them to sources of
help. This is where the radio club tradi-
tionally became the point of entry
through licensing classes and Elmering.
Today, several alternative sources of
help can be found, including study
guides and internet websites.

Recruiting Tool Kits

Presenting amateur radio as an inter-
esting, fun hobby and public service
activity can be done in a variety of ways.
The simplest approach is for individuals
to tell others about their own personal
radio experiences and possibly to offer a
visit to a radio shack. Having promotion-
al literature to pass along can help show
the wide range of ham radio activities.
Radio magazines and club newsletters are
typical and would be a good addition to
a one-on-one approach.

Most active hams have a number of
interesting personal stories that can be
intriguing. Contacts with exotic locales,
unusual QSOs, and emergency commu-
nication events such as Field Day are typ-
ical. A typical comment might be: “I had
an interesting chat with a radio ham in
England yesterday. He said that they were
getting record rainfall in some sections.”
Such personal stories, included as part of
normal conversations, build on the
human interest aspects of ham radio.

Once people express interest in our
hobby, referring them to alocal radio club
can be the next step. Clubs that make an
effort to welcome visitors and offer to
help them on the road to becoming
licensed are some of the best recruiting
tools that we have. Offering licensing
classes, introductory orientation sessions
and having a group of helping hams are
key ingredients in assisting prospects
interested in becoming licensed. The ben-
efit can be a dual one: adding to our ham
population and the radio club member-
ship roster as well.

The recruiting process can be made
easier by having an assortment of tools.
Certainly amateur radio literature, maga-
zines, and radio club newsletters are use-
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ful. Having a promotional video, such as
“Amateur Radio: Wireless Window to
the World,” produced by the Ham Radio
Promotion Project, is an easy way to pre-
sent our story. Displays showing photos
of typical ham radio activities are valu-
able additions to club presentations to
schools, scout groups etc.

Finding The Audiences

Once the recruiting tools are in hand,
it’s time to find audiences for our story.
Radio clubs can offer a program or talk
on ham radio to various groups, issue
publicity stories on activities such as
Field Day, or sponsor their own presen-
tations at libraries, schools, scout troops
etc. Our previous columns have suggest-
ed a number of ways to promote and pub-
licize ham radio. Clubs should have some
continuing efforts to do this.

Recruiting, like marketing, benefits
from having a list of prospects. Clubs can
recruit new members by developing a list
of area hams and sending e-mail invita-
tions to meetings. A notice to local media
also helps, along with word-of-mouth and
personal invitations by club members.

Expanding our network of individuals
who are familiar with us and can spread
the word to others is a worthwhile prac-
tice. Social media, such as blogs,
Facebook, YouTube, Twitter etc. are
additional options, but not all are appro-
priate or worth the time and effort
required to make them effective. There
are many ways to get the word out, so find
the ones that work best for you or your
club and for which you have the neces-
sary resources.

Recruiting is not rocket science. It can
be done easily in various ways, from sim-
ple individual contacts to well-organized
radio club presentations. Solet’s shiftinto
high gear and hit the road that leads to the
growth of amateur radio!

Devere “Dee” Logan, WIHEQ, is a
veteran public relations counselor and
writer. He’s been active in radio clubs for
more than 40 years.
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Telegrams to Santa

By Jim Wades, WBS8SIW

ven an unemployment rate
Enear 20% couldn’t dampen the

Christmas spirit of Saginaw,
Michigan residents during their 2009
"Holidays in the Heart of the City" event.
As in previous years, the Saginaw Valley
Amateur Radio Association (SVARA)
was part of the event, assisting with
parade communications and bringing
holiday cheer to the children.

For many years, the club has main-
tained a tradition of collecting radi-
ograms addressed to North Pole, Alaska.
These messages to “Santa Claus” allow
the children to request gifts, while
undoubtedly providing some useful
insights to Mom and Dad looking over
the children’s shoulders as they com-
plete the message forms.

In prior years, these “Santagram” mes-
sages were originated via the National
Traffic System (NTS). Arrangements
were made in advance with Ed Trump,

AL7N, of Fairbanks, Alaska to accept the
messages and deliver them to North Pole,
Alaska, where volunteers have tradition-
ally processed letters addressed to Santa. Unfortunately, in recent
years, it was found that few messages made it to their destina-
tion. The ongoing deterioration in the level of NTS participation
simply resulted in Santagrams disappearing within the system or
arriving weeks late.

While planning the event in 2008, SVARA member Joe
Turner, KSCQF, a former Michigan Section Traffic Manager,
contacted Ed to discuss the problem of disappearing messages.
Ed then came up with a simple solution; the use of land-line
telegraphy. As originally envisioned, the SVARA group would
collect the messages and then transmit the file to me, via ham
radio, and I would then put them on a land-line Morse circuit
directly to Alaska. After some consideration, I suggested a
slightly modified approach. “Why not just originate them via
land-line Morse at the event itself?”” With that suggestion, an
annual demonstration of Morse telegraphy was born!

The process is actually quite simple. A temporary telegraph
office is established at the “Holidays in the Heart of the City”
event. A link is established through one of the US or Canadian
telegraph hub systems, and the telegrams are sent live to
Fairbanks, Alaska via American Morse.

The 2009 event took place in two phases. The first phase was
the traditional outdoor event. On Friday evening, November
21, the SVARA group set up its communications trailer in a
prominent location just outside the entrance to the city zoo,
where the main holiday festivities take place. The telegraph
office was then set up and connected to Fairbanks. After a few
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Children eagerly lined up to send a telegram to Santa.

R
= qagpeiation, G,

Members of the Saginaw Amateur Radio Association sent
“Santagrams” to Santa Claus via Morse code.

quick tests, things were ready to go for the Santagram portion
of the event.

As children and their parents approach the tables, they are
assisted by SVARA members as they fill out their Santagram
forms. The completed telegram forms are then passed to Jim
Wades, who transmits them over the Morse wire to Fairbanks.
The steady rhythm of the telegraph sounder does much to adver-
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tise the Santagram activity. People hear the Morse from the
local sounder, become curious and are attracted to the table
where they are encouraged to file their messages to Santa.

For the operator, sitting outside in sub-freezing temperatures
pounding on the old Vibroplex bug for a few hours can be a
somewhat “chilling” experience. However, seeing the imagi-
nation of children at work and observing the fascination of both
children and adults who have never seen telegraphy in action
makes it well worthwhile.

On Saturday, the event moves to the Saginaw Historical
Museum, commonly referred to as the Castle Museum. Here, yet
more children are encouraged to send their Christmas wishes to

“Santa’s Elves” at the North Pole via telegraph after having vis-
ited with Santa himself nearby. As with the previous night’s out-
door event, both children and adults are fascinated by the art of
telegraphy and they often can’t wait to send a message!

While many of the messages are typical requests for toys and
the like, some are rather poignant. It is not uncommon for an
adult to file a message asking for a “job,” a “home” to live in,
or even a “new life.” Nonetheless, most who visit the telegraph
office ask for one or two Christmas gifts with the hope they will
bring a bit of joy during the holiday season.

The SVARA members and the telegraph crew have a great
time. Most people today, including many radio amateurs, have

In the early days of telegraphy, the Morse system was quite vis-
ible. The railroad station agent often did double duty as the Western
Union agent, sending and receiving telegrams for the local com-
munity. It was at the local depot that one waited for the train,
obtained market quotations, picked up express packages or met the
drayman. The steady rhythm of the telegraph sounder was a con-
stant presence in the background of daily life.

With the advent of direct-dial long distance telephone service
and the decline of rail passenger travel, the telegraph receded from
public view, yet it remained a viable, technology widely used for
a host of applications including sports play-by-play originations,
newsgathering, brokerage work, railroad message service,
pipeline work, and so forth. Even the telephone company used
telegraphy for internal communications because telegraph circuits
could be composited over voice circuits, allowing the later to
remain in valuable toll service. The last commercial Morse sys-
tems in the United States remained in operation until the 1980s!

In North America, Morse telegraph instruments utilize a nor-
mally closed series current loop operating in the vicinity of 20 to
60-mA. Those radio amateurs who recall the old teletype
machines will be quite familiar with this, as the mechanical
teleprinter operates on the same principle.

Because wire and cable are the most expensive part of any
telecommunications infrastructure, engineers are always looking
for ways to squeeze the maximum revenue from their expensive
physical plant. Over time, the basic simplex telegraph loop
evolved to permit multiple telegraph signals to be carried over a
single wire. With the arrival of stable vacuum tube oscillator cir-
cuits, carrier systems were developed, which greatly increased the
number of telegraph circuits, which could be carried on a single
wire. Today’s modern computer modem owes much of its her-
itage to the carrier systems of the telegraph era. Listen to the out-
put of a dial-up modem, and one hears "mark" and "space" tones
that would be quite familiar to a telegraph engineer from the 1940s.

It is this modem technology, which allows one to use landline
telegraphy today. In the 1980s, Ace Holman, a retired AT&T
engineer, with the help of Greg Raven, Ed Trump, and other mem-
bers of the Morse Telegraph Club (MTC), constructed a telegraph
hub system built around modems using the old Bell-103 standard.
The process of using the hub is actually quite simple:

An operator at a remote telegraph office configures his instru-
ments in a normally closed current loop. Through a simple inter-
face circuit, this loop is coupled to the input of a simple comput-
er modem, such as an old Tandy DCM-6 or Western Union TLA.
He then dials into the hub. At the hub side, an auto-answer frame
detects the ringing voltage, answers, and automatically couples a
dial-tone line to one of several modems associated with the hub.
Through this process, multiple telegraph offices can be intercon-
nected and share a common circuit. In practice, the telegraph

Landline Morse Today

instruments behave just as if they were on an actual wire. One
can still break the circuit by opening his key, and the sounders
and relays at each connected office respond in unison.

Two hubs are currently in operation. The US telegraph hub
("KB") is located at Buchanan, Michigan, and the Canadian tele-
graph hub (HN) is located in Toronto, Ontario.

Enter The Internet

While the hub systems are still widely utilized, newer members
of the MTC are beginning to adopt the "Morse KOB" program
(www.morsekob.org) developed by MTC member Les Kerr. This
system replaces the older hub technology with a computer server.
As with the hub system, the traditional telegraph instruments still
work as originally intended. With this system, a local current loop
is established to operate the traditional telegraph instruments. This
loop is then connected to a computer via a simple serial port inter-
face circuit. Specially designed software is then used to commu-
nicate with the remote "KOB" server. With this system, an almost
unlimited number of telegraph offices can be linked together, all
of which behave just as if they were on a traditional telegraph wire
75-years ago!

The KOB system also allows one to access continuous news
broadcasts, weather bulletins and code practice in American
Morse code on any one of several channels. These services are
ideal for one wishing to learn American Morse code or for those
who wish to operate an authentic telegraph sounder in association
with a museum exhibit.

The Repeater

I have reworked the Bell System Athearn Repeater originally
used by Ace Holman to link the older KB telegraph hub with the
more recent Internet based KOB network. On one side of the
repeater, is a local current loop interfaced with the KB hub equip-
ment. The other side of the repeater is a local current loop inter-
faced with the KOB network. This system provides a rare oppor-
tunity to see an original 80-year-old telegraph repeater in use in a
manner consistent with its original application. A brief discussion
of this repeater can be found on "YouTube" at: http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=_I§FpKK37cw

Donations

The MTC is looking for older Bell-103 standard modems.
Examples include the old Tandy DCM-6 and the military BZ-277
A/G analog data interface. While these are obsolete for comput-
er applications, telegraphers wishing to become active on the hub
systems would be grateful for the donation of these older style
modems. Please contact us at the following e-mail address if you
have one to donate: jameswades@gmail.com

www.cg-amateur-radio.com
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never seen a landline telegraph circuit in
operation. Most are surprised to learn the
American Morse code is in use. As a mat-
ter of fact, many are unaware that com-
mercial and railroad telegraphers use the
original version of the Morse code, which
differs significantly from the Continental
Code used by radio amateurs. A few indi-
viduals even had to be convinced we were
actually transmitting the messages! One
visitor, after hearing the explanation of
how the telegraph circuit works was heard
to say “I don’t know whether to believe
you or not.” It took some time to convince
him that the telegraph equipment was
functional and the operators actually knew
what they were doing.

During five or so hours of operation,
approximately 322 Santagrams were orig-
inated and transmitted to Fairbanks. This
is the highest quantity yet, and the interest
is stronger with each passing year. We
have found that the use of Morse adds an

air of mystery to such events, which would
not be present with the use of voice or data
communications. The success of the event
owes much to the very uniqueness of the
process of telegraphy.

After the conclusion of the event, Ed
Trump at Fairbanks sends a list of chil-
dren’s first names, ages, and cities to the
Editor of the local newspaper, so that chil-
dren can see their messages made it to the
North Pole. This provides both relevant
feedback and increases the overall value
of the event.

Ultimately, it’s a win-win for everyone
in which Christmas cheer and hope are
provided to the children while the older
children and adults are able to witness an
important part of our telecommunications
history in action. In addition, the local
amateur radio club builds goodwill and
interest in the community.

There seems little doubt a similar event
can be created in other communities.
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For more information, go to http//:tgelectronics.org
Call Tim at 906 370-5031, or email: timig@email.com

While an American Morse operator may
be hard to come by in many areas, CW
could certainly be used and it too would
undoubtedly provide the necessary air of
mystery, which seems to greatly add to
such an event.

If you would like to learn more about
land-line telegraphy, visit the web site of
the Morse Telegraph Club at: www.
morsetelegraphclub.org

One can also visit the Saginaw Valley
Amateur Radio Association web page at:
www.k8dac.com

Additionally, a brief video of the activ-
ity taken by Bob Wades, KASKDR, dur-
ing the activities at the Saginaw Historical
Museum is available on “YouTube.”
Simply type “telegraph operator Saginaw”
in the “YouTube” search engine.

Upcoming Changes To The
Traffic Column

In recent months, much thought and
discussion have been given to the future
of the Traffic column. After several dis-
cussions with Editor Nancy Kott, we have
decided to change the focus of the column
somewhat. While we will continue to dis-
cuss traffic handling, the intent will be to
expand the focus to include specific
issues of emergency communication
from home or passing traffic from a basic
portable station in times of emergency.

Beginning in our next column, we will
be returning to basics. One can expect
columns on the theory and “mechanics”
of emergency communications ranging
from how to check-in to traffic nets to
developing emergency power resources
or deploying stations in the field.

While we will likely provide occasion-
al insights into the best management prac-
tices for EmComm groups, the primary
emphasis will be on traffic handling and
individual preparedness. Our plan is to
promote those skills and capabilities
which can allow a radio amateur, either
individually or within an organized
group, to be genuinely prepared to assist
himself, his family, or his community
with high-quality emergency communi-
cations in the event of a disaster.

In keeping with this change, the name
of the column will change to Traffic and
Preparedness.

Happy 2010!

Finally, with this Traffic column, I
would like to extend my best wishes for
a happy and prosperous new year to all of
our WorldRadio Online readers.

www.cg-amateur-radio.com
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@ HAMFESTS & SPECIAL EVENTS

OHIO - K8BF 5th Annual Freeze Your Acorns Off (FYAO)
QRP Special Event Station, Saturday, February 27,1500 UTC
- 2300 UTC. Fred Fuller Park, Kent, OH. Portage County
Amateur Radio Service (PCARS). General areas of 15, 20, 40
and 80 meters both CW & SSB. Also Echolink through the
KC8RKYV echolink node. Certificate available - SASE to: Al
Atkins, KB8VIJL, 12433 Chamberlain Rd., Aurora, OH 44202

NEW JERSEY - New Providence ARC Auction, February
19, New Providence Municipal Building Gym, New
Providence. Sellers 5:30 pm, buyers 6:30 PM, auction starts 7
PM. Contact James Kern, KB2FCV, email jamesl1787@
aol.com, phone 908-219-4016, www.nparc.org.

PENNSYLVANIA - WACOM Special Event Station -
February 1 through February 8th, 1900Z-1900Z, Washington,
PA. Washington Amateur communications, W3C, Washington
County, Pennsylvania Sportsmen Show. 21.285 14.280 7.260.
QSL, Ed Oelschlager, 60 Carl Ave., B2, Eighty Four, PA 15330.
For more info: wa3com@gmail.com or www.wacomarc.org

SOUTH CAROLINA - 37th Annual & Original
Charleston Hamfest and Computer Show - Saturday,
February 2, 8AM - 3 PM, Exchange Park Fairground, 9850 Hwy
78, Ladson. Talk-in The WA4USN linked Repeater System -
146.790-No-Tone  Charleston, 145.250-Tone 123.0
Summerville and 147.045+ Tone 103.5 St. George. For more
info: email wadusn@amsat.org, phone Jenny, website
www.wadusn.org

WASHINGTON - Commemorating George
Washington’s birthday - W7G - Transmitting from the city
of George in the state of Washington from 2200 UTC on
February 19 through 2359 on February 22. Look for us around:
14.250 18.135 7.225 3.880. QSL via W7BIN.

Have your hamfest or
special event listed . . . click here!

SLOPER ANTENNAS

By Juergen A. Weigl, OE5CWL

Single- and Multi-Element Directive
Antennas for the Low Bands

With calculations and practical
experience, this book shows
which basic concepts
have to be considered
for sloper antennas for
the low bands. These
fundamentals are
supplemented by
construction yuide-
lines for directive
antennas using asin- i
dle element or several [0
elements. Previously,
gathering all the nec-
essary

information to construct
an effective sloper for a particular appli-
cation was tedious and time consum-
ing. You'll find all the

information needed for successful
home building of the antennas.
Some of the Topics: Vertical dipole and

SPECIAL EVENT

Angel Santana, WP3GW, holds his Certificate of Participation in the Arecibo
Observatorym Special Event, activating the callsign KP4AO, November 1,
2009. Standing next to WP3GW is Angel Vazquez, WP3R, President of the
radio club and organizer of the event, and an all ham family from the city of
Trujillo Alto: Jose,KP4JRS, his father Jose,KP4JFR, his sister Marie, NP3YL

and kneeling is Shelia, NP3SI, the wife of KP4JRS.

Photo by Angel Santana, WP3GW

www.cg-amateur-radio.com

sloper in free space, over perfect or real
ground - sloper with several elements -
feeding sloper antennas - multi-band sloper -
W3DZZ and double Zepp as a sloper antenna
- multi-element sloper antennas for
multi-band operation - special types of
halfwave sloper antennas and much more!

CQ Communications, Inc.
25 Newbridge Rd, Hicksville, NY 11801
www.cq-amateur-radio.com
FAX us at 516 681-2926
Order today! 800-853-9797
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CW is the Real Language of Love

By Randall Noon, KCOACCR

traire mon ami. CW is the language of love. Allow me
to prove my case.

First, consider the fact that once the basic CW alphabet is
known, CW can be more or less understood by persons who
have nolanguage at all incommon. Using Q-codes is like know-
ing all the common “Getting Around” phrases in all the Berlitz
language books for travelers. Consequently, if a person meets
someone on the air using CW that he or she would like to know
better, but speaks a foreign language, it is not a problem. On
the other hand, if a person is using SSB, NFM, or AM and hears
a potential Valentine transmitting from Flanders, and doesn’t
happen to speak a word of Walloon, Frisian, or Limburgish, the
chance of any romance blossoming from the QSO is slim.

Then, there is the fact that CW sounds poetic and musical.
Shortwave listeners who don’t know CW have told me how
they often listen to CW exchanges in the amateur bands just
because they sound pretty and they enjoy the rhythms. It’s sort
of like listening to the ocean waves, rain, or New Age Music.
One night during a QSO with a fellow in Ohio, he asked me out
of the blue whether I played an instrument. When I told him I
did, he then told me he was a retired music teacher and he
thought my strings of three consecutive dits in characters like
“S” or “3” sounded like triplets being played.

There are publications and web sites that explain how to
turn CW messages into music. Two such sites are http://
homepage.ntlworld.com/dmitrismirnov/MorseMusic.html and
www.philtulga.com/morse.html.

Several songs have Morse code letters in their musical
themes, and some have even used Morse code alone as a solo
part. Everyone knows about the Morse code “V” for victory
theme in Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony, and one of the National
Public Radio bumps is a piano vamp that sounds like “C” fol-
lowed by “S” repeated over and over.

Have you heard Joe Walsh’s Songs for a Dying Planet,
where the song, Vote for Me is preceded by a CW message?
Joe Walsh holds an Advanced Class license, by the way, and
has sometimes used Morse code solos to introduce other songs.
There is a song by Rush called YYZ in their album, Moving
Pictures. The rhythm that corresponds to the letters “Y-Y-Z”
in Morse was inspired by landing at Toronto International
Airport, whose three letter airport code is YYZ. In Kate Bush’s
album, Hounds of Love, she worked S-O-S into the song
Watching You Without Me.

Of course, my personal favorite use of CW in music is done
by the Ham Band, who compose and play music for ham oper-
ators. My favorite number of theirs is It’s Great to QSO in
Morse Again. For Valentine’s Day, however, you may wish to
listen to their sad, three-quarter time love song, The Radio
Widow. There are many more examples of CW in music too

S ome people think French is the language of love. Au con-
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numerous to list here. They all attest to the fact that CW is so
much like music that musicians actually incorporate CW into
their compositions.

With respect to poetry, there is nothing more romantic than
listening to the Bard’s sonnets in CW. All 152 of Shakespeare’s
sonnets have been transcribed into CW for your listening and
CW copying improvement pleasure. A person can chose a lis-
tening speed at 7, 13 or 20 wpm. The web site for this literary
treat is http://www.retards.org/radio/shakespeares_sonnets_
cw/. For those who recall the song Brush up Your Shakespeare,
from Kiss Me Kate, the lyrics of that song are still true today:

Brush up your Shakespeare,
Start quoting him now.

Brush up your Shakespeare
And the women you will wow.

By the way, the reader can see the Brush up Your Shakespeare
number performed on You Tube at http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=aSmZfnaxlyw. Also, did you know that there are
books on CW, such as The Princess of Mars? These are great
ways to enjoy improving your ability to copy CW. Per license
agreement, you can download the Edgar Rice Burroughs sci-
ence fiction novel at http://www.hotpeppersoftware.com/
downloads/pom_downloads.html. It’s not a Shakespeare
sonnet, but it’s certainly fun.

Of course, CW could not be claimed to be the language of
love unless it was actually used to bring lovers together, and it
has done this very well since the 1840’s. Long before the inter-
net and chat rooms, there was Morse code. When telegraph
lines were quiet and operators had to ensure that the lines were
open, they regularly tested the lines by sending messages of no
consequence. When single male telegraphers in small town
railroad stations and telegraph offices discovered that the large,
central telegraph offices in the cities were often staffed with
single ladies, it didn’t take long for messages of no consequence
to turn into messages carrying all kinds of consequences. As
noted in the book, The Victorian Internet by Tom Standage, the
telegraph was the first instant communication system to pro-
mote love and romance at a distance, and Mr. Standage artful-
ly recounts many such romances in his book. Besides male and
female telegraphers being smitten by Cupid, there are also many
stories of proposals, rendezvous, love notes, assignations and
arranged marriages being made via Western Union.

Likewise, CW in radio has been used since it was invented
to promote romance. Who hasn’t seen a movie on late night
television where there was a marriage performed by proxy over
the radio using telegraphy during a storm on the high seas? For
those who listen the bands in the more quiet regions, such as
14.100 to 14.150, 21.100 to 21.200, or 28.100 to 28.300 MHz
there are lots of people passing messages back and forth who
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are using CW to get to know one anoth-
er. And, of course, there are also mes-
sages on the CW sub-bands of love gone
badly. One night I was listening in the
upper 15-meter CW sub-band when I
heard an exchange that went something
like this.

Ca Op: I can’t believe that jerk.

NY Op: Yes, he didn’t deserve you.

Ca Op: Boy, I am getting even.

NY Op: How?

Ca Op: I am sitting here in the wow-
est lingerie he will never see.

NY Op: Yes, serves him right the cad.

By the way, the power of Cupid on the
CW sub-bands should never be underes-
timated. One trick of Field Day groups
to increase contact traffic is to have their
YL operators mention their name during
the CW exchange like this: de WZ9ZZQ
10-A NE 10-A NE OP IS SUZI SUZI
QSL? That exchange often results in an
immediate pile up on that frequency.

February is not only the month where
CW is the language of love; it is also a
month for the love of CW, even when it
is freezing cold outside. Here is a
Scholastic Aptitude Test type CW analo-
gy question for fun involving February.

If New Zealand is the antipode to Des
Moines, lowa, give or take a few hundred
miles, what is the equivalent antipode of
Field Day?

Giveup? It’s “Freeze Your Keys Day.”
This year “Freeze Your Keys” day falls
on Saturday, February 20. Like Field
Day, this is a day set aside in the middle
of winter where operators go outside, set
up Special Event stations, usually QRP,
and prove that they can operate even when
it is cold enough to freeze your keys. If
a person wants to join in the fun, the oper-
ating hours for the event are from 1400 to
2200 UTC (8 am to 4 pm CST). One of
the clubs operating in the cold on Feb. 20
will be the Kickapoo QRP Amateur Radio
Club from Leavenworth, Kansas, who
will be on 14.060 and 7.040 MHz. QSL
via Gary Auchard, 34058 167th St,
Leavenworth, KS 66048-9473.

The FISTS Winter Sprint is Saturday
February 13, 1700Z-2100Z. The rules
and an entry sheet are available at
http://www fists.org/sprints.html . This is
a great CW event for first time contesters.
FISTS are known for being patient with
beginners and will slow down when asked
(“pse QRS”). Give it a try.
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