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A monthly publication of the November 2017
Saginaw Valley Amateur Radio Association

e SVARA Meeting Presentations
We are still looking for ideas for meeting presentations. If you have an idea for a presentation or
would like to do a presentation after one of our meetings, please contact Mike KD8MMH or any
of the board members with your idea.

e SVARA MONDAY NIGHT 2 METER NET
Every Monday at 9:00 PM local time, on the Saginaw repeater — K8DAC 147.24, with a 103.5 PL
tone or via Echolink. All are welcome and encouraged to join in.

Club Meeting Time and Place:
American Red Cross 1232 N. Michigan Ave. Saginaw
1T Friday of the month at 7:00PM unless otherwise noted

Club Meeting Dates:
All dates are Fridays: April 7, May 5, June 2, July 7, August 4, September 1, October 6, November 3,

December 1

Club Breakfast Dates (at-Levi’s-on-State-St.):
The club breakfast is being MOVED to lhop at 2255 Tittabawassee Road.
All dates are Saturdays: June 3, July 8, August 5, September 2, October 7, November 4, December 2

Board Meeting Dates (at Biggby Coffee, 3085 Bay Rd.):

The Board of Directors meets monthly on the 2™ Thursday following the general membership meeting,
7:00 p.m. at Biggby Coffee on Bay Rd. Changes in meeting dates are post on the club website.

All dates are Thursday: April 20, May 18, June 15, July 20, August 17, September 14, October 19,
November 16, December 14

ARES Members:

Ares training for October will be Emergency planning. Visit the Ares website for more information. Ares
training for November will be 1CS-214 Activity Log.

Weekly Nets Please join us. All licensed operators are welcome.

District 3 Net SVARA (Saginaw) MARC (Midland)
145.310 147.240 147.000
Sunday 6:00 PM Monday 9:00 PM Thursday 9:00 PM
D3 Digital Training Net BAARC (Bay City) Ml Digital Traffic Net
(Olivia 8/500) Seasonal 145.310 (Olivia 8/500)
3.586 MHz USB Tuesday 9:00 PM 3.583 MHz USB
Sunday 8:00 PM Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
8:00 PM
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Saginaw Valley ARA meeting minutes for October 6, 2017

The meeting was called to order at 7:10pm by Mike KDBMMH, who lead the pledge of allegiance with 13
members present.

Gordy KC8YVD, made a motion to accept last month’s meeting minutes as published in the harmonic
news and was seconded by Emmet NE8B. The motion passed.

Ron KC8YVF, made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report and was seconded by Horst KD8ZXR. The
motion passed.

Minnie KD8PAZ, reported on upcoming ham swaps.

Dave W8DW, reported on upcoming contests. Also noting the Midland club would be opening the high
school station in the evenings during the week of the ARRL School Roundup.

The Mike KD8MMH, thanked everyone who volunteered for care break. We added about $400 to our
coffers. He also thanked everyone who volunteered to help with the club’s booth at the Emergency
Preparedness Expo held at the Birch Run Expo Center.

Ron KC8YVF, reported on the S.E.T. Event that also took place during the Expo. Ron said the Ares group
was able to successfully copy the announcement and pass traffic. They were also able to gather useful
performance data about the newly installed radios in the county trailer. Ron would like to thank
everyone who helped with the event. A special thanks to Joe N8OSL, for lending us his outstanding skills
as an operator.

Ron also discussed a recent experience he had involving 2 new hams that were having trouble finding
help. All club members are encouraged to help other hams whenever possible and to direct hams to
club officers when not. During this discussion and interest in various training activities was expressed by
the membership.

Mike KD8MMH, discussed the request submitted by Jeff KB8BSWR, for the purchase of 3 new 2 meter
antennas that would replace the existing antennas at the Gera and Davenport receive sites, with the
third antenna being used at the new Mackinaw site. Mike KDBMMH, stated his intention to move for a
vote after discussion of the request. The repeated requests for the promised documentation from the
grant project group were raised during the discussion. During the discussion Gordy KC8YVD, moved that
we table the vote and discussion. The motion was seconded by Mike N8XPS, and the matter was tabled.

Ron KC8YVF, discussed the upcoming Ares training which centers around creating a communications
plan. Please visit the Ares website for more information and a list of upcoming trainings.

Brian K8HY, gave a “Show Us Your Shack” presentation but brought the shack to us with his dual band
digital station in a case. This clever design featured a portable radio and tablet sized portable computer
securely fitted next to a small AGM battery, all inside a small pelican case. It was really something to see.
Thanks Brian and | for one hope to see more in the future.

The winner of the 50-50 drawing, who had just been complaining they never win, was Gordy KC8YVD,
with a winning ticket number of 214597. Congratulations Gordy.

The motion to adjourn was made by Emmett NE8B, and seconded by Horst KD8ZXR.
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Saginaw Valley ARA board meeting minutes for October 19, 2017

The meeting was called to order at 7:07pm by Duane KD8AUY, with Mike N8XPS, Dave W8DW, Doris
KD8MMG, Horst KD8ZXR, Anne KBSAWE, and Mike K8AVJ, present.

Dave W8DW, made a motion to accept last month’s board meeting minutes as published in the
harmonic news and was seconded by Doris KD8MMG. The motion passed.

President’s Report

The president was not present.

Vice President’s Report

The Vice President was not present.

Secretary’s Report

The secretary reported that the new member packets would be ready by the next meeting.

Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer had nothing new to report at the time of the board meeting.

General discussion

Dave W8DW, discussed the current state of the radio room. He suggested that we set a workday and
organize a work party for setting up the equipment. It was also mentioned that the grant project group
was looking for a site to replace the proposed Oakley site. An agreement for space on the tower at
proposed site could not be reached with the organization that is currently occupying the site. Dave also
discussed his desire to upgrade the Echolink interface used for the .24 repeater. He expects the cost of
this upgrade to be no more than $30.

Dave W8DW, also mentioned the need for additional net controls for the Monday night nets. One of our
usual net controls, Kevin KC8NFN, picking up some additional nets so he is giving up his spot on the
Monday night nets. Thanks Kevin hope you can check in occasionally. We're going to miss your stories. If
you would like to be a net control operator for one of our Monday night nets please contact Mike
KD8MMH, or Ron KC8YVF for more information. Net control training can be provided for anyone who
would like to volunteer.

The approaching nominations were discussed.

Attendees of the Michigan Hamvention said it was a good experience. There were lots of attendees with
good things to say and lots of booths to visit. There were some small issues but the event is shaping up
to be an annual favorite for Michigan hams.

A reoccurring discussion involving the need for more participation, new members and progress on
existing club projects was had.
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A discussion on the quality of service provided by Levi’s was had and the decision was made to move the
club breakfast to IHOP located on Titabawassee Rd.

The motion to adjourn was made by Mike N8XPS, and seconded by Duane KD8AUY

Respectfully submitted,
Mike Elias KAV
Secretary
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ARRL News
Aiming for a "Clean Sweep" is Big Part of ARRL November

Sweepstakes' Appeal

For many, ARRL November Sweepstakes (SS) is the premier ARRL fall operating
event, with the lure of a "Clean Sweep" being the ultimate goal. The challenge of SS --
or "Sweeps" -- is to work as many stations in as many of the 83 ARRL and Radio
Amateurs of Canada (RAC)sections as possible within the 24 available hours. The
number of sections worked is a score multiplier. Be the first in your neighborhood to
work all 83 and qualify for a "Clean Sweep" mug!

SS takes place on separate November weekends.
The CW weekend is November 4-6, and the phone
(SSB) weekend is November 18-20. The contest
period for each contest begins at 2100 UTC on
Saturday and continues through 0259 UTC on
Monday (remember that the shift back to standard
time occurs during the CW weekend). Stations may
operate 24 hours of the available 30 hours. In a
change this year, logs are due 5 days after each
event. SS is a "domestic" contest with broad appeal,
and even stations with modest equipment and
antennas can enjoy success. Many stations like to
operate in the QRP category (output of 5 W or less).

Given its origins in the traffic-handling realm, ARRL
November Sweepstakes has a lengthy exchange that replicates a radiogram preamble.
In SS, stations exchange:

« A consecutive serial number (NR). Adding zeros ahead of numbers less than 100
is not required.

« Operating category -- Q for Single Op QRP; A for Single Op, Low Power (up to
150 W output); B for Single Op, High Power (greater than 150 W output); U for
Single Op, Unlimited, regardless of power; M for Multioperator, regardless of
power, and S for School Club.

«Your call sign.

« Check (CK) -- the last two digits of the year of first license for either operator or
station.

e Section -- ARRL/RAC Section.

The SS Operating Guide package, available for download, explains how to participate in
Sweepstakes, including all rules and examples of log formatting. Clubs or public service
teams thinking about giving Sweepstakes a try this year will find the guide a useful
source for information.
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Records

For those hoping to break one of the current scoring records, there's a high bar. For
example, in SS CW, N2IC in New Mexico holds the Single-Operator, High Power record
with 255,520 points, set in 2009. The Single-Operator, Low Power record of 213,144
points was set in 2015 by W2GD operating KP2M in the US Virgin Islands. The Single-
Operator, QRP record of 173,168 was set in 2002 by N6 TR operating W5WMU in
Louisiana.

Some record holders in the phone (SSB) event include, for example, KE3Q in the top
spot, who operated WP3R in Puerto Rico to earn identical 425,280-point scores in 2000
and 2002 in the Single-Operator, High Power category. VE4GV has the Single-Operator
Low, Power crown with 308,160 points in 2000 from Manitoba. WA2GO holds the
Single-Operator, QRP SSB phone record with 189,920 points from KL7Y in Alaska in
2001. SS CW and Phone records are also listed for unlimited, multi-single, and school
categories.

Rare Ones

Some ARRL/RAC sections are considered tough ones to work for a "Clean Sweep."
The often-elusive Northern Territories (NT) multiplier will be on the air this year,
however, as Gerry Hull, W1VE/VE1RM, takes the helm of VY1AAA, remotely operating
the station of J. Allen, VY1JA, in Yukon Territory. Hull and Allen have done a lot of work
on the system on their respective ends of things.

"J has done a lot of work on the station, moving
it to an outer building, so it does not bother him
when we operate,"” Hull told ARRL. "The quad
has been strengthened. A 160-meter double-L
with a 70-foot vertical section has been
installed.” He said the Alpha linear has been
repaired, there is remote antenna switching and
azimuth control, plus "small changes in the
station to improve reliability." Allen has been
working on station wiring, too, he said. Hull
shipped Allen a 500-foot roll of coaxial cable

Gerry Hull, W1VE, in New Hampshire at o
the helm of VY1AAA during ARRL Field ~ over the summer along with "many coax

Day 2015. connectors" and other odds and ends.

"A Sweep may be hard, given the conditions in
the US Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico," Hull allowed. According to FEMA, power has
been restored to less than one-third of customers in either location. He said the VY1
station also will be active in the ARRL 160-Meter Contest, December 2-3. Hull pointed
out that all VY1AAA remote operators must hold Canadian Advanced amateur licenses.
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By Joseph M. Turner, K8ECQF

A Place Signed with Honor

Motivated by a strong feeling that
Amateur Radio operators who died
while engaged in public service
deserve a lasting honor, a group
of Michigan hams created the
Monument to Fallen Hams.

his story begins at the July 1989

I ARRL Board of Directors meet-

ing in Newington, Connecticat,
where the Board accepted a petition from
five radio clubs in Michigan to host the
1991 ARRL National Conveation. Grate-
ful for the Board's confidence in them and
in response to a suggestion of then ARRL
Vice Director George Race, WBSBGY.
members of the host group began discuss-
ing an appropriate “thank you" gift to the
Amateur Radio community. The group
wanted the gift to be significant, some-
thing that would reflect an important ele-
ment of Amateur Radio and Michigan's
Amateur Radio community.

An idea arose from one foggy memory.
QST had reported that an Amateur Radio
operator had died in the southwestern US
while involved in public service. No one
on the Coavention Committee could re-
call the 's name. Some had never
heard of his death. If he had been forgot-
ten, who else might have died in public
sarvice and been forgotten?

The idea crystallized in the questioner’s
mind: Why not eliminate thoss foggy memo-
ries? Why not make the “gift” a permaneat
reminder of heroism for all to see? Its form
could be a high quality memarial to those
Amateur Radio operators who had died serv-
ing their communities and country.

The Work Begins

Presentations were made in July and
August 1989 to members of the five spon-
soring organizations: Bay Area Amateur
Radio Club, Genesee County Radio Club,
Lapeer County Amateur Radio Associa-
tion, Saginaw Valley Amateur Radio As-
sociation and Shiawassee Amateur Radio
Association. The concept of “Public Ser-

vice” as presented included both disas-
ter-related public service communication
and other public service activities not nec-
essarily related to a disaster. The criteria
for inclusion on the monument would be
death in the performance of duty as a vol-
unteer involved in Amateur Radio com-
munication activities. Individuals who
might have been licensed amateurs who
died in the course of their employment
or in the course of military duty were to
be excluded from this monument and hoa-
ored in some other way.

The project was approved quickly. Ini-
tial solicitatioas took place in September. In
light of the terrorist events of 2001, it is in-
teresting to note that the very first dollars to
honor those who gave their lives in public
service were given on September 11, 1989,
Records show on that date Virginia Jaikens,

Visit our web site at: www.k8dac.com

KABCPS; Harlan Bero, NSGNH, and George
Cassidy, NEETO, each contribated to the Na-
tional Monument Fund.

Estimates for the cost of the monument
were obtained from the Forest Lawn Gran-
ite and Bronze Works of Bay County, Michi-
gan. Dave Erway of Forest Lawn suggested
that four elements comprise the monument.
Its upper portion would be cat from Black
Mist Granite in the shape of the ARRL dia-
mond. The diamond measured 4 feet 6
inches tall and 2 feet 3 inches across. The
bottom portion would be cut from Barre
Granite and measured 4 feet wide and 2 feet
8 inches tall. Mounted on it would be a 12-
inch square brass dedication plague. A
poured concrete base would be installed at
Newington at a cost of approximately
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F1000. The Commitlee's final cost of the
finished mooument was $10,121.00. Inad-
ditien, the ARRL paid the cost of install-
ing the concrete base al Newington.

A variety of announcemends and pro-
mitions wese used 1o identify potemtial
honorees for the monument and to solicit
funds. There were articles in (5T and
other magazimes. Packet radio was asad
to disseminate information about the
minument naticnwide. Begional and staie-
widi discussions were hosted on miscel-
lanzows phone nets and informational
messages passed on the QMN CW ned

Hominations Arrive

The first writlen communication
regarding nominations was received
October 20, 1990. 1 was nof really o momid-
natiom, but a reminder from Joe Mullen,
W1ASL that two hams hiad died while par-
ticipating in public service during the
emuption of Mount 51 Helens in May 1980,
A few weeks later, in November and then
in December, the first formal nominations
were received for the two hams who'd
perished at Mount 5& Helens: Reid
Blackburn, KATAMF, and Gerald O. Mar-
tin, WETQF. The men were joinily nomi-
nated by Burr Malbica, WETM.
Marianna, WIWFG, and Ty Kearmey,
WTWPFE. nominated WETQFE.

Febraary 1991 brought 3 nomination
from the Briarpatch Amatenr Radio Club
of Gialax, Virginia. Club members nomi-
nated Charles G. Likr, WDdDEF, who was
electrocuted in 1979 while working with
the Boy Scouts of America during the an-
naal Jambores-on-the- Air.

The following month, Arimon Section
Manager James E. Swalford, WTFF, noimi-
nated Kenmeth A. Bodrigues, WTECM.
Wi Rodrigues was engaged im an Ameri-
can Mational Red Cross drill ai a Phoenix,
Anzona airport when he died of a beanl
aitack in Febmary 1989

In March 1991, Bonnie Girard,
NEY X, nominated her cousin, Anhar
“Pete” vela, KSYLU, who had been killed
im May 1923 by 2 building that collapsed
after being buffeted by an wnexpected
storm containing winds estimated in ex-
cess of 100 midh. He had died at the
Jeffersom County {Texas) airpori while
engaged in 2 public service activity for
Hughen School. It turned out that K5YLU
was the ham from the southwest whose
5T obitwary had provided the original
impetus for the monument.

The Commities received its final nomi-
nee prior to the Cosvention dedicaticn cer-
emey in a letier from 1. P Bill~ Sandefer,
NDSC, who nominated Dan Richard
sioffett, MEMORK. Dan had died of 2 beant
attack while in the middle of passing 3 mes-
sage 35 part of a Military Amateur Radio
Sysiem (MARS) communication network.

2 [December 2002 QST

Postscript

Following tha dedication of the
odgingl monument, the five clubs and
the ARFL agreed that & standing
committee would continues o

ml’ﬂ Tor new noeminges. The
commitiae members warg: Hamld
“Smokay” Chambars, KASONX (now
a slient key); Charlotte A O'Connor,
WOBRIM; Earl V. Ramey, WEASL,
and Joa Turner, KBCOF.

Since the original dedication the
committee has recehved three nomi-
nations, bao of which wene BH:IFD'IH].
Two addltanal nemes are now In-
scribed on the monumant. Fabart V.
Allerd, KA12JE, who Wes participat-
Ing In the Rhoda Island Lung Associa-
tion Ocean State Blke Trek, died of
camdlac amrest In August 1991, Frank
Almeida 1, WA R, submitted nis
nomination. Shifey A. Emmearich,
NOJKB, was participating In an ARES
exarcise nagr Tomehawi, Wisconsin,
at the time of her death. She diad In
February 1992 of cardlec amest. Her
nomination was submitted by Watter
T. Dieter, NOCLE.

We asi Tor your help In identifying
other Amateur Radio oparators who
died In an Amateur Aaio related
public senvica activity. Nominators
mhst tha following Informa-
tion: & copy of the daath certlicate of
the nomings; media clippings docu-
manting the death of the nomines; a

wiltien lettar or othar docu-
mant requesting that the nomines's
name be Induded an the monument
with Information regarding clrcum-
stances surrcunding the death, the
nomines's call sign &nd other detalls
of Impartence to the nominator. In-
clude contact Information so commit-
tee mambers may follow up with
nominators.

Today, as It was In this quoe from
a 1269 message, "o be quall-
fied tor Incluslon on the manument,
the deceased must have dlad while
pariomming as part of an Amataur
Radio communication network that
was not part of a milltary action.” That
Is, this award Is for emateurs whao
dled as civillans.

Mominaticns should be malkad bo
ARAL Chiet Executive Oficer David
Sumner, K1ZZ, 225 Maln 51,
Nawington, CT 06111,

ou belong bo an exemplary avo-
catlon recognized Intemationally for
lts contributions to humanking. Tell
thesa siores to others. Discover what
you can of our hemiage. Aefiect on
September 11, 2001 and prepars
yoursed to raspond to Tulure commu-
nication needs by becoming active In
progrems such as ARES, AACES and
the National TramMic System. Should
you have storfas you'd e 1o share
ragarding tne of Amatewr
Radio and publlc service, the author
would be delightad to hear them.
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Sarprisingly. there were no nomina-
tions from ihe early and middie decades
of the 20th century. As the Comvention
approached, the Monoment Commilies
reviewed nominstions and docwmentation.
MNominations wese cut off on Jaly 31 in
preparation for the official dedication cer-
emony, which was scheduled for the Sat-
urday of the Convention, Aogust 24,

Before the dedication, the last few de-
fails of monument construction were com-
plted. A script for the bronze plate located
ai the base was spreed wpon. Instead of fo-
cusing oo the five groups that had fostered
ihe idea of the mooument, the script savs:
This moaamenl was coaceived by Amalear
Radio operators from the sale of Michipaa
in arder fa perpetually honor those “hams™
wiia died in service to the pabiic,

The Monument Committes discussed at
some length an appropriaie verse to be
paced directly above the names of the
deceased. The decision was made to use a
line from a poem by Siephen Spender, <1
Think Continnally of Those who were
Truly Grest” The poem ends:

Born of the sun they traveled
a short while towards the sun,
And left the vivid air signed
with their honor.

The advocate for Spenders verse was
Dave Worris, MEHKY. The Commities
chose to have ihe text Those recoprized
here [eft the “air™ sipaed with their Roror
inzcribed in the Monument above infor-
mation about the deceased.

The Ceremony

The formal dedication ceremony at
which the ARRL accepied the monmment
and ihe names of those who would be the
initizl honorees took place al 2 PM. The
program concluded with a somber read-
ing of the names of each of the nominees
and brief descripiions of the circumstances
surrounding their deaths. David Sumner,
K1#¥, accepted the monument and of-
fered remarks on behalf of the ARRL.

There is a special place situated in a
grassy area in betwesn the bao main stnac-
tures occupying the ARRL HO groands.
Sioft Mew England breezes gently casess tfis
of grass there. The tafis of grass lie adja-
cet o concrete. The concrete forms the base
of a graniie monument. 5ot only is the gran-
itz etched with names of Amateur Radio op-
erabors who have given the ultimale sacrifice,
bt it is penmeated with the e the essence,
ibe intellizence and the will of all those who
precedad them. Drop by ARBL Headguar-
iefs ab 225 Main 5L, Mewinglon, Connect-
cut, and soak it in.
Jve Turmer, KSOF, was Co-Chairmen af the
Fe8] ARRL Natione! Comeention. You can
reach kim @t 520 Jemeson 5t Sapinae, MY
A2 KECCHFGEG prrLnet [MTSE-]
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Do you need help programming your HT? Come to the
next meeting, bring your HT, any manuals you have and
we will do our best to help. Don’t have a manual? We'll

still give it a try.
2016 SVARA Officers

President Mike Dougherty KD8MMH Board Member
Term expires 2017
Vice-President Brian Kleinfeld K8HY
Secretary Mike Elias K8AV)J Board Member
Term expires 2018
Treasurer Mike Linton N8XPS
Board Member

Term expires 2019
2016 SVARA Appointments

Newsletter Editor
To subscribe or submit articles, please send requests to
Mike Elias K8AV) ke8avj@gmail.com

Emergency Coordinator
Ron Huss, KC8YVF 989-799-2679 kc8yvf@rhuss.cncfamily.com

Public Info Officer
Tom Schmidt NSEUI 989 245-7429 tschmidt50@charter.net

Repeater Committee

Ron Huss, KC8YVF

Dave Pageutte, W8DW (Trustee)
Brian Kleinfeld. K8HY

Jeff Metiva, KB8SWR

SVARA Elmers

General Questions Joe Turner, K8CQF k8cqf@arrl.net
CW (Morse Code) Dave Paquette, W8DW w8dw@agsl.net
Contesting Dave Paquette, W8DW w8dw@qls.net
Hamnet/Meshnet Mike Elias, K8AV) ke8avj@gmail.com

SVARA HARMONIC
The monthly newsletter of
The Saginaw Valley Amateur Radio Association
PO Box 1783 Saginaw, M| 48605-1783
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Tom Schmidt NSEUI

Anne Elias KBSAWE

Doris Miles KD8MMG
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