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SVARA Harmonic 
 
A monthly publication of the       November 2017 
Saginaw Valley Amateur Radio Association 

• SVARA Meeting Presentations 
We are still looking for ideas for meeting presentations. If you have an idea for a presentation or 

would like to do a presentation after one of our meetings, please contact Mike KD8MMH or any 

of the board members with your idea. 

 

• SVARA MONDAY NIGHT 2 METER NET 
Every Monday at 9:00 PM local time, on the Saginaw repeater – K8DAC 147.24, with a 103.5 PL 

tone or via Echolink. All are welcome and encouraged to join in. 

Club Meeting Time and Place: 
American Red Cross 1232 N. Michigan Ave. Saginaw 
1ST Friday of the month at 7:00PM unless otherwise noted 

Club Meeting Dates: 
All dates are Fridays: April 7, May 5, June 2, July 7, August 4, September 1, October 6, November 3, 

December 1 

Club Breakfast Dates (at Levi’s on State St.): 
The club breakfast is being MOVED to Ihop at  2255 Tittabawassee Road. 
All dates are Saturdays: June 3, July 8, August 5, September 2, October 7, November 4, December 2 

Board Meeting Dates (at Biggby Coffee, 3085 Bay Rd.): 
The Board of Directors meets monthly on the 2nd Thursday following the general membership meeting, 
7:00 p.m. at Biggby Coffee on Bay Rd.  Changes in meeting dates are post on the club website. 
All dates are Thursday: April 20, May 18, June 15, July 20, August 17, September 14, October 19, 
November 16, December 14 
 

ARES Members: 
Ares training for October will be Emergency planning. Visit the Ares website for more information. Ares 
training for November will be ICS-214 Activity Log. 

Weekly Nets        Please join us. All licensed operators are welcome. 

District 3 Net 
145.310 

Sunday 6:00 PM 

D3 Digital Training Net 
(Olivia 8/500) Seasonal 

3.586 MHz USB 
Sunday 8:00 PM 

 

SVARA (Saginaw) 
147.240 

Monday 9:00 PM 

BAARC (Bay City) 
145.310 

Tuesday 9:00 PM 

 
 

MARC (Midland) 
147.000 

Thursday 9:00 PM 

MI Digital Traffic Net 
(Olivia 8/500) 

3.583 MHz USB 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 

8:00 PM

http://www.k8dac.com/
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Saginaw Valley ARA meeting minutes for October 6, 2017 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10pm by Mike KD8MMH, who lead the pledge of allegiance with 13 

members present. 

Gordy KC8YVD, made a motion to accept last month’s meeting minutes as published in the harmonic 

news and was seconded by Emmet NE8B. The motion passed. 

Ron KC8YVF, made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report and was seconded by Horst KD8ZXR. The 

motion passed. 

Minnie KD8PAZ, reported on upcoming ham swaps. 

Dave W8DW, reported on upcoming contests. Also noting the Midland club would be opening the high 

school station in the evenings during the week of the ARRL School Roundup. 

The Mike KD8MMH, thanked everyone who volunteered for care break. We added about $400 to our 

coffers. He also thanked everyone who volunteered to help with the club’s booth at the Emergency 

Preparedness Expo held at the Birch Run Expo Center. 

Ron KC8YVF, reported on the S.E.T. Event that also took place during the Expo. Ron said the Ares group 

was able to successfully copy the announcement and pass traffic. They were also able to gather useful 

performance data about the newly installed radios in the county trailer. Ron would like to thank 

everyone who helped with the event. A special thanks to Joe N8OSL, for lending us his outstanding skills 

as an operator. 

Ron also discussed a recent experience he had involving 2 new hams that were having trouble finding 

help. All club members are encouraged to help other hams whenever possible and to direct hams to 

club officers when not. During this discussion and interest in various training activities was expressed by 

the membership. 

Mike KD8MMH, discussed the request submitted by Jeff KB8SWR, for the purchase of 3 new 2 meter 

antennas that would replace the existing antennas at the Gera and Davenport receive sites, with the 

third antenna being used at the new Mackinaw site. Mike KD8MMH, stated his intention to move for a 

vote after discussion of the request. The repeated requests for the promised documentation from the 

grant project group were raised during the discussion. During the discussion Gordy KC8YVD, moved that 

we table the vote and discussion. The motion was seconded by Mike N8XPS, and the matter was tabled. 

Ron KC8YVF, discussed the upcoming Ares training which centers around creating a communications 

plan. Please visit the Ares website for more information and a list of upcoming trainings. 

Brian K8HY, gave a “Show Us Your Shack” presentation but brought the shack to us with his dual band 

digital station in a case. This clever design featured a portable radio and tablet sized portable computer 

securely fitted next to a small AGM battery, all inside a small pelican case. It was really something to see. 

Thanks Brian and I for one hope to see more in the future. 

The winner of the 50-50 drawing, who had just been complaining they never win, was Gordy KC8YVD, 

with a winning ticket number of 214597. Congratulations Gordy. 

The motion to adjourn was made by Emmett NE8B, and seconded by Horst KD8ZXR.  

http://www.k8dac.com/
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Saginaw Valley ARA board meeting minutes for October 19, 2017 

The meeting was called to order at 7:07pm by Duane KD8AUY, with Mike N8XPS, Dave W8DW, Doris 

KD8MMG, Horst KD8ZXR, Anne KB8AWE, and Mike K8AVJ, present. 

Dave W8DW, made a motion to accept last month’s board meeting minutes as published in the 

harmonic news and was seconded by Doris KD8MMG. The motion passed. 

President’s Report 

The president was not present. 

Vice President’s Report 

The Vice President was not present. 

Secretary’s Report 

The secretary reported that the new member packets would be ready by the next meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report 

The treasurer had nothing new to report at the time of the board meeting. 

 

General discussion 

Dave W8DW, discussed the current state of the radio room. He suggested that we set a workday and 

organize a work party for setting up the equipment. It was also mentioned that the grant project group 

was looking for a site to replace the proposed Oakley site. An agreement for space on the tower at 

proposed site could not be reached with the organization that is currently occupying the site. Dave also 

discussed his desire to upgrade the EchoLink interface used for the .24 repeater. He expects the cost of 

this upgrade to be no more than $30.  

Dave W8DW, also mentioned the need for additional net controls for the Monday night nets. One of our 

usual net controls, Kevin KC8NFN, picking up some additional nets so he is giving up his spot on the 

Monday night nets. Thanks Kevin hope you can check in occasionally. We’re going to miss your stories. If 

you would like to be a net control operator for one of our Monday night nets please contact Mike 

KD8MMH, or Ron KC8YVF for more information. Net control training can be provided for anyone who 

would like to volunteer. 

The approaching nominations were discussed. 

Attendees of the Michigan Hamvention said it was a good experience. There were lots of attendees with 

good things to say and lots of booths to visit. There were some small issues but the event is shaping up 

to be an annual favorite for Michigan hams. 

A reoccurring discussion involving the need for more participation, new members and progress on 

existing club projects was had. 

http://www.k8dac.com/
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A discussion on the quality of service provided by Levi’s was had and the decision was made to move the 

club breakfast to IHOP located on Titabawassee Rd. 

The motion to adjourn was made by Mike N8XPS, and seconded by Duane KD8AUY  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Elias K8AVJ 
Secretary 
  

http://www.k8dac.com/
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ARRL News 

Aiming for a "Clean Sweep" is Big Part of ARRL November 

Sweepstakes' Appeal 

For many, ARRL November Sweepstakes (SS) is the premier ARRL fall operating 
event, with the lure of a "Clean Sweep" being the ultimate goal. The challenge of SS -- 
or "Sweeps" -- is to work as many stations in as many of the 83 ARRL and Radio 
Amateurs of Canada (RAC)sections as possible within the 24 available hours. The 
number of sections worked is a score multiplier. Be the first in your neighborhood to 
work all 83 and qualify for a "Clean Sweep" mug! 

SS takes place on separate November weekends. 
The CW weekend is November 4-6, and the phone 
(SSB) weekend is November 18-20. The contest 
period for each contest begins at 2100 UTC on 
Saturday and continues through 0259 UTC on 
Monday (remember that the shift back to standard 
time occurs during the CW weekend). Stations may 
operate 24 hours of the available 30 hours. In a 
change this year, logs are due 5 days after each 
event. SS is a "domestic" contest with broad appeal, 
and even stations with modest equipment and 
antennas can enjoy success. Many stations like to 
operate in the QRP category (output of 5 W or less). 

Given its origins in the traffic-handling realm, ARRL 
November Sweepstakes has a lengthy exchange that replicates a radiogram preamble. 
In SS, stations exchange: 

• A consecutive serial number (NR). Adding zeros ahead of numbers less than 100 
is not required. 

• Operating category -- Q for Single Op QRP; A for Single Op, Low Power (up to 
150 W output); B for Single Op, High Power (greater than 150 W output); U for 
Single Op, Unlimited, regardless of power; M for Multioperator, regardless of 
power, and S for School Club. 

• Your call sign. 

• Check (CK) -- the last two digits of the year of first license for either operator or 
station. 

• Section -- ARRL/RAC Section. 

The SS Operating Guide package, available for download, explains how to participate in 
Sweepstakes, including all rules and examples of log formatting. Clubs or public service 
teams thinking about giving Sweepstakes a try this year will find the guide a useful 
source for information. 

http://www.k8dac.com/
http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
http://www.arrl.org/section-abbreviations
http://www.arrl.org/section-abbreviations
http://www.arrl.org/contest-sections-list
http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
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Records 

For those hoping to break one of the current scoring records, there's a high bar. For 
example, in SS CW, N2IC in New Mexico holds the Single-Operator, High Power record 
with 255,520 points, set in 2009. The Single-Operator, Low Power record of 213,144 
points was set in 2015 by W2GD operating KP2M in the US Virgin Islands. The Single-
Operator, QRP record of 173,168 was set in 2002 by N6TR operating W5WMU in 
Louisiana. 

Some record holders in the phone (SSB) event include, for example, KE3Q in the top 
spot, who operated WP3R in Puerto Rico to earn identical 425,280-point scores in 2000 
and 2002 in the Single-Operator, High Power category. VE4GV has the Single-Operator 
Low, Power crown with 308,160 points in 2000 from Manitoba. WA2GO holds the 
Single-Operator, QRP SSB phone record with 189,920 points from KL7Y in Alaska in 
2001. SS CW and Phone records are also listed for unlimited, multi-single, and school 
categories. 

Rare Ones 

Some ARRL/RAC sections are considered tough ones to work for a "Clean Sweep." 
The often-elusive Northern Territories (NT) multiplier will be on the air this year, 
however, as Gerry Hull, W1VE/VE1RM, takes the helm of VY1AAA, remotely operating 
the station of J. Allen, VY1JA, in Yukon Territory. Hull and Allen have done a lot of work 
on the system on their respective ends of things. 

"J has done a lot of work on the station, moving 
it to an outer building, so it does not bother him 
when we operate," Hull told ARRL. "The quad 
has been strengthened. A 160-meter double-L 
with a 70-foot vertical section has been 
installed." He said the Alpha linear has been 
repaired, there is remote antenna switching and 
azimuth control, plus "small changes in the 
station to improve reliability." Allen has been 
working on station wiring, too, he said. Hull 
shipped Allen a 500-foot roll of coaxial cable 
over the summer along with "many coax 
connectors" and other odds and ends. 

"A Sweep may be hard, given the conditions in 
the US Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico," Hull allowed. According to FEMA, power has 
been restored to less than one-third of customers in either location. He said the VY1 
station also will be active in the ARRL 160-Meter Contest, December 2-3. Hull pointed 
out that all VY1AAA remote operators must hold Canadian Advanced amateur licenses. 

 
  

 

Gerry Hull, W1VE, in New Hampshire at 
the helm of VY1AAA during ARRL Field 
Day 2015. 

http://www.k8dac.com/
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Contest%20Records/2016/2016%20SS%20CW%20%20Records%20Rev%20A.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Contest%20Records/2016/2016%20SS%20PHONE%20Records%20Rev%20A.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/160-meter
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Do you need help programming your HT? Come to the 

next meeting, bring your HT, any manuals you have and 

we will do our best to help. Don’t have a manual? We’ll 

still give it a try. 

2016 SVARA Officers 

President Mike Dougherty KD8MMH 

Vice-President Brian Kleinfeld K8HY 

Secretary Mike Elias K8AVJ 

Treasurer Mike Linton N8XPS 

 

Board Member  Tom Schmidt N8EUI 
Term expires 2017 
 
Board Member  Anne Elias KB8AWE 
Term expires 2018 
 
Board Member  Doris Miles KD8MMG  
 Term expires 2019 

2016 SVARA Appointments 

Newsletter Editor 
To subscribe or submit articles, please send requests to 
Mike Elias K8AVJ  ke8avj@gmail.com 

Emergency Coordinator  
Ron Huss, KC8YVF  989-799-2679 kc8yvf@rhuss.cncfamily.com 

Public Info Officer  
Tom Schmidt N8EUI 989 245-7429 tschmidt50@charter.net 

Repeater Committee  
Ron Huss, KC8YVF 
Dave Paqeutte, W8DW (Trustee) 
Brian Kleinfeld. K8HY 
Jeff Metiva, KB8SWR 

SVARA Elmers 

General Questions Joe Turner, K8CQF   k8cqf@arrl.net 

CW (Morse Code)  Dave Paquette, W8DW   w8dw@qsl.net 

Contesting   Dave Paquette, W8DW   w8dw@qls.net 

Hamnet/Meshnet Mike Elias, K8AVJ  ke8avj@gmail.com 

SVARA HARMONIC 
The monthly newsletter of 

The Saginaw Valley Amateur Radio Association 
PO Box 1783 Saginaw, MI 48605-1783 
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